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Ferre z ge har 


z | + inform the reader of the paft | 
5 4. misfortunes of my life, perhaps 


N may prove an arduous taſk, and coft 
me many, a ſigh; the tears, no 
doubt will often flow when I reflect 


tune I have undergone. There is 
not, perhaps, a more uſeful leſſon to 


ſcenes ; it greatly contributes to our 
tuture happineſs, and, in fome 


* 


upon the various viciſſitudes of for- 


mankind, than a retroſpection of paſt 8 


meaſure, appears ſuperior to all pre- 
cept. For, by the incontrovertible 
proof of experience we are taught to 
ſhun thoſe ſnares we have formerly 
been entangled in, by which means we 
are leſs liable to ſuffer injuries, from 
the inſiduous artilices of a degenerate 
and corrupt world. —- 


How ſweet a fatisfaiion it is for 
the heart to be reſtored to itſelf, 
after a long courſe of wandering and 
diſappomtment; and at once ſettled 
in a calm, by the happy enjoy ment 
of what was once the object of its 
deſire, it yet feels, in part, ſome of 
. thoſe tremblings of horror, which 
5 jcaves the imagination in remem- 
brance of thoſe perils and dangers it 
has ſo lately eſcaped from. It is 
true, it feels them, but only to con- 
gratulate itſelk on that has inels, 
Wherewith t is now lurroundecl. 


Thoſe emotions intermingled with 
the feelings, become the moſt agree- 
able, as they, in ſome meaſure, con- 
tribute towards heightening the reliſh 
of that tranquility 1t at preſent en- 
Joys, and fills the expanding foul 
with an ampler idea of what it will 
hereafter taſte. 


such, dear reader, is my preſent 
ſituation ; and ſuch, when contraſted 
with your own feelings, will enable : 
you to make a more ample ſurvey 
of my paſt misfortunes ; not doubt- 
ing but you will in ſome meaſure, 
peruſe the following pages with 
pleaſure and delight, and receive 
that heart-felt ſatisfaction which 
mult undoubtedly ariſe in the breaſt 
that deſpiſe every ignoble thought 
or idea, cheriſhe l by the enyious an 
revengſul part of the creation, 


ſ 


aaʒůble to form any idea for ſuch differ- 


10 ö 
My father and mother were far- 
mers, near Broomſgrove, in Wor- 
ceſterſhire, who, by frugal indufiry |} 
and ceconomy, had acquired an ample 
fortune. I was the only ſurviving | 
offspring, except a ſon my father had 
by a former wife, who was the great- 
eſt object of my mother” s eſteem ; 
in ſhort, ſhe doated on him to that ex- 
ceſs that ſhe was perfectly miſerable 
whenever he happened to be out of 
ber fight. On the other hand; I was 
altogether as deteſtable. I was un- | 


ence between a fon and an only 
daughter : once, indeed, a few words 
dropped from my mother, not know - 
ing I was near, wherein ſhe expreſſed 
a very great averſion for female chil- 
dren ; adding that ſhe had often 
folematy proteſted, both before and ; 
alter marriage, the ſhould eithe Fr he 
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| happy in the birth of a ſon, or mi- 


ſerable in that of a daughter. She 
often uſed every endeavour to- in- 
cenſe my father againſt me, and 
ſeemed entirely happy when he put 
on an angry countenance towards me. 
But he had too much good ſenſe to 
be always chiding, and frequently 


wied my mother to make no dil. 


tmction between her children; for, 
continued he, they are both branehes 
of the ſame root by the father 's fide, 
and I reſpect and love them equally 
alike; but if there is any partiality 
on yours, it certainly ought to lean 
towards Priſcilla, who 1s the fruit of 
your own body, and, as being the 
ſemale, ought. to merit every indul- 
gence that is in the power of a tender 
and affectionate mother to beſtow. ; 


In ſhort, my father was a man 
greatly 'eſteemed by all who knew 


/ 


OO 


him. His induſtry was ſuch as 
gained him the admiration of thoſe 
around him, and put it in his power 
to live in eaſy circuraſtances. His 
behaviour and manners were affable, 
mild, and condeſending to all, the 
loving huſband, the tender parent, 
and the generous and faithful friend. 
Temperance, both in his eating and 
drinking, was, his chiefeſt aim, ſo 
that the werds of the Poet are truly | 
applicable : 


„„ Know all the good that individuals find, | 
% Or God and Nature meant to mere mank ind. 
© Reaſon's whole pleaſure, all the joys of ſenſe, 
« Lie in three words---health, peace, and competence: 
gut health conſiſts with tem perence alone, 
« And once, fair virtue, peace is all thy own.” 
Such are the grand outlines of a 
character Igſhal! always reverence 
and reſpe&, and could have wiſhed 
it had been in my power to have 
given the ſame encomiums on both; 
but the cruelty of my mother ſee- 
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med, in ſume meaſure, ſtreached out 


towards me, which prevented my 
doing that juſtice which every duti- 
ſal child owes to them that ſirſt gave 
them birth. | 


My brother Alfred, for that wa: 
his name, was put out to a boarding- 
jchool, in the eity of Worceſter : my 
ſather placed me at one, ſome few 
miles diſtance, kt nowing that my mo- 
ther was not hn of ſceing me very 
often. He gave my teachers to un- 
derſtand, there was not the greatest 
harmony in the world fubſiſting; 
between me and my mother: inti. 
mating, at the ſame time, that þ- 
| ſnould frequently. take {nc oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing me, whenever i: 

ſuited him. 3 


| ſeemed now almoſt in anot he- 
„ "= | nt 
Yorid, no ill-natu red mothe 


de 


0 
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frown upon me, no- harſh expreſ- 
ions made uſe of, all was affability 
and good nature around me. Learn- 
ing Was now my chiefeſt aim, to 
atiain which I was indefatigable in 
my perſuit, and made no inconli- 
derable figure in the ſchool before 
left „ was there upwards of 
three years, during which time | 
went home but twice, and met with a 
very indlifferent reception each time. 


My brother and I often ſaw each 
and always agreed perſectiy 

well He was a ſweet tempered 
youth, and one of the moſt refined - 
nanners and tendereſt feelings. 
Hey ſweetly. did he expreſs bim 
ſelf to me one day, as we where 


oth Er . 
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Inverſing together, concerning my 
othei's batred towards me. 1 
8 3 ſald oo hof, or 

un what muiner ſha! 1 expreſs my 


15 
fraternal affection for you? It is 
true, my mother nas withed me al- 
almolt to blot you out of my remem- 
brance as a liffer, but natural alfoc- 
tion forbid it. Shall I diſregard my 
amiable and Prone Priſcilia, the 
tender oy er of my boſom, and one 
that I vain» as my own ſoul, mere- 
iy ; een Her mamma has taken 3 
anne to her, without any juſt 
cauſe tor ſo doing ? No, my reſolu- 
tion is to vin 17 your cauſe, to 
the lateſt moment of my lite; t 
protect your honour and yur virtue 
whenever I ſee it invaded, and coun. 
myſelf happy in an amiable and lov - 
ing lifter like yourſelf, worthy of: 
every good can beſtow upon you.“ 


Jude ge th en, reader, what ENS he 
my ſituntion! ſurrounded, as it 
where, with love and brotherly al- 


5 2 
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fection, expreſſed with fo much 


ardency and love! My deareſt 
Alfred,” replied I, it is impothible 


to expreſs the joy I feel upon this 
OCCASION ; . the happineſs that flows 


in upon my smking spirits, all the 
thouglits of having for my friend 
so amiable and so good a brother; 


how shall I be able to make any re- 


turn suitable to suen an obligation 


nder which you have now laid me? 
Accept, my dearest Aired, all that 


18 0 my power to give; accept my 


most sanguine wishes for your wel- 


fare and happiness, that your riches 
may be as unbounded as your love, 


and whenever you approach towards 


the marriage state, may you meet 


with that fair one whoce virtues 


and accom vlishme!, ts may shine 
ferth consp! CUOUS as your own, and 


render every moment of your lit 


a nelude to that future happiness, 


147 
n 
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which must be the sure reward or 


unsulied virtue and shining merit” 


After this communication of my 
brother's affection towards me, | 
seemed much happier than I hac 


heretofore been ;. I enjoyed a sere- 


nity of mind superior to any thing 
1 had before experienced, and wished 
only for a continuance of that feli- 


eity, Which at once seemed to Pro. 


zent itself to my view. 


W hene ver 1 met with any scorn- 


ful treatment from my mother, i: 


was only unbosoimning mylſe'f to Al; 


fred, and he soon alleviated all m 


woe, lle reasoncd upon the absur- 
dity of my mother's conduct t. 


wards me, and wished me patient! y 
to bear the burden Lid upon me, 


assuring me I hou! + alwa,; 8 lilick in 


po 


him 2 & Ving rather an! 4 Fortin 


B 3. 
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rend. My dear Priscilla,“ con- 
tinued he, strive by all means to 


smother your resentment; consider 


it as a parent you have to contend 
with, and although she may be very 


wrong in her conjectures, yet every 


thing on your part will be con- 


strued into the worst sense imagi- 
nable, and cause the. by -standers to 
eee that worst of epithets 


There goes the undutiful Miss 


Moreton.”? | 
Theſe, and ſuch-like reafonings, 
determined me to bear every indig- 


nity. put u] on me with patience, 


eipectally as ] had not only a loving“ 
brother to fly to, but alſo a kind and 


indulgent father, who ſet. the. ſame 

value upon my happineſs as his 
OWN. My chiefeſt ſtudy Was how 
to pleaſe him, and inſure that good 


& 


will towarcs me, which he always 


endenvauted to ſhow ; and I found 


19 
myſelf not miſtaken, for one day 
calling upon me at ſchool, as we 

walked in the garden together, he 
took the opportunity of informing 
me, that my mother was of that 
turn of mind which did not altoge- 
ther ſuit his ideas; that ſhe ſeemed 
quite out of charity with her own 
sex, and wiſhed him to alter his 
mode of acting, even with regard 
to me, for that I might be made 
uſeſul in many reſpefs, without 
being ſtuck up at a boarding-ſchool. 
My abilities ſhe repreſented as weak 
and not meriting the expences I 
had already incurred. But,“ con- 
tinued my father, 1 know your mam 
mu has her faults and her failings, 
therefore I ſhall not acquieſes in 
ler meaſures. 1 am happy to fee 
the progreſs you have alrea« V made 
4-7 „our education, and {14:1 conti- 
nne my benevolence towards you, 


20. „ 
that you may not, in any wiſe, be 
wanting of thoſe accompliſhments 
requiſite to adorn your own ſex, and 
render you an amiable companion 


of ſociety.” 


Sir,“ replied” I, « the obligation 


1 owe to you is tenfold ; I know my 


mamma never loved me, but for what: 
reaſon it is out of my power to re- 
late. I have always conducted my- 
{of as a dutiful child towards her: 
| have borne every think ſhe has laid 
upon me with patience and reſigna- 


maxim, Children, honour. your pa- 
rents; being fully convinced that 


undutiful children bring, upon them 


felves the wrath of God. Theſe, 


and ſuch-like thoughts, honoured 
Zir, croud into my mind, and con- 
»meed me, that however ſmall and 


diminutive 1 may appear in the eye 
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of the world, yet there is a ſuperior | 
Being that weighs our inmolt 
thoughts, and who, [ truſt, will not 


ſulfer the guilty to go unpuniſhed, 
nor the innocent unrewarded.“ 


[ could perceive. my father ſenſi- 


= , bly toucked at my conversation, inſo- 


much that he could not refrain from 
tears, though he wiſhed me not to 
ſee it, and therefore, changing the 
dliſeourſe, aſked. me when I faw my 
brother Alfred? 


Sir, ſaid 15 * not long ago, an! 
he certainly is a brother; indeed, 1 
have experienced his brotherly love 
In many inſtances. Whenever * 
ſbeak to him of things touching tha 
matters we nave been. diſcoursing 
upon, he never fa 18 giving me that 
inſtrution neceifary to arm me 
ag inſt every aſſau't, and md D 
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zdminiſters that healing balm which 


turbation of the mind, wiſhing me 
patiently to ſubmit to every indignity 


put upon me, hoping, at the ſame 
time, that my mother's hatred may 
one day or other change ned love 
5 and affeftion towards me.” 


„Well, » ſaid my father, + Iam 
greatly relieved in my mind. I was 
afraid ſhe had incenſed your brother 
againſt you, and that you never 
might live or converſe ſociably to- 
gether, Alfred is a molt promiſing 


vouth, and. (all not want for that 


encouragement neceſſary to form his 


mind for the reception of that exten- 


five knowledge which feeras already 


to ſhoot forth her vuds "FE 


Continue,“ 1010 TOY „to cement 


Four allectior s ſtronger and ſtronger 


together ; alliſt each other when- 
ever time and opportunity offers; 


be aſſiducus, be faithful, and doubt 


not but that all-ſuperintending Pre - 
vidence which preſides over every 


action, will, in due time, recom - 


pence and reward your virtuous 
deeds. In the mean-time, my dur 


child, I muft take my leave of von 


for the preſent, and ſhall pay vou 


the earlieſt viit in my power; ai 


may then, perhaps, converſe Vith 
ö 


you more fully, touching fome 
points uch time, at preſent, wil! 
not permit.” | 


„ My ather had not long been 


abſent before my brother arrived to 


ſee me. 1 informed him of our 


converſation together. Ile ſeemed 
in raptures at our diſcouſe, and. 
allured me that nothing ſhonld be 


— 


wanting, on his part, to promote 
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that ſamily concord and harmony 
neceſſary to render every branch, 


thereof happy. * I ſhali,”” conti- 


nued he, pay a viſit to my mo- 
ther very ſhortly, and endeavour to 
bring about a reconciliation, if pof- 


ſible, betwixt you; ftrive to learn 
the chief reaſon, if any, of her ha- 
tred, and 8 ſooth and ſoften every 


| gr IeVance.” 


Alfred waited” upon my mother 


accordingly, and took the opportu- 


nity of reaſoning. with her concern- 
ing her behaviour towards me, and 
wiſhing, if poſſible, to ſink in ob- 
livion every ungenerous thought 


the might entertain in her breaſt. 


But how great was his larprize, 
when, inſtead of reaſoning, he met 
with little elſe but abuſe. She ſeem- 


ed doubly enraged. at his offering N 
to interfere in the meter. ond ns. 
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forry he fhould ever think of enter- 
taining ſuch a mean opinion of her, 
as to imagine ſhe was to receive in- 
ſtruction from her own child. No, 


ſhe was fully convinced that I ſhould. 
never merit the trouble he had al- 


ready taken on my account; and 
wiſned him, if he valued his own 
happmeis, to deſiſt from any farther 


proceedings on that head, leaſt he 


| thould bring upon himſelf the ſaine 
| hatred he was now attempting to re- 
- leaſe me from, 


Finding every endeavour uſeleſs, 
he deſiſted from the perſuit he bad! 


in view, and took the earlieſt oppor- 


tunity of informing me of what paſ- 


ſed betwixt them; how her hatrec 


ſcemed rather to increaſe than di- 


 miniſh; that there was very liiti- 


hope left of ever coming into nei 


26 


ſuture favour ; nevertheleſs, he de- 
lired me not to be caſt down upon 
5 the occaſion, as I had aa father who 
| was tenderly fond of me. 
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But, alas! my fond hopes were 
if toon deſtroyed, for my dear father 
[ was ſuddenly taken ill, aud died in 
the ſpace of tweaty-four hours from 
the time of his firft indiſpoſition. 
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When the unwelcome meſſenger 
arrived with the diſmal 1idings, I 
funk, pale and motionleſs, upon the 

ground: every endeavour was uſed 
to recover me, but in vain; nature 
was overwhelmed with grief, and 
required a length of time to re-aſ- 
ſemble her former powers. I had 
loſt a moſt indulgent parent, and 
had the worſt of conſequences to 
}, dread from my cruel mother, whom 
ö 1 knew would take every opportu- 


29: 
nity to make my hfe miſerable ; and 
ſo it happened ; for no ſooner were 
my father's funeral rites performed. 7 
than ſhe hegan to diſplay her hatred 


towards me in a manner before une 
Gt nalled. 


She Toon canoe me from Kgl. 


and inſiſted upon my remaining it 
home in the capacity of a menial 
ſervant. Unable to conform to theſe 
reſtrictions, it brought down upon me 
at once both her vengeance and ha- 


tred in a tenfold degree. 


In this diſagreeable ſituation F 
remained ſome time, unable to 
form any plan that might be more 
conducive to my preſent happineſs. 
At _ [| was 1 upon 
ſending a letter to my brother, 
hoping: hs: might, in | ln mealure, 

. 2 
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alliſt me in my preſent diſturbed 
ſtate of mind. I had no other mode 


of acquainting him therewith, for as 


to a faithful z2!Tenger I had none, be- 


cauſe Be ty, my mother's maid, was 
always my avowed enemy, therefore I 


Was dleſtitute of any real friend to con- 


fide in. However, having procured 
pen, ink, and pa; er, I fat down and 
wrote the following lines: : | 


8 Dear 1 


Permit an unhappy iter to claica 
a few moments of your time, while I 


relate the diſagreeable fituation in 


which 1 now tand: —My mother's 


_ unkindneſs towards me is more than 


I am able to ſuſtain. Betty is even | 


permitted to ill- treat me, aud often 
uſes ſuch. language as | am almoſt 


alhamed to relate. Pray let me fee 
you the ſirſt opportunity, that 1 may 
couſlalt with you what ſteps are beſt 


29 


to he taken in my preſent circum- 


ſtances. Adieu, and believe me your 


moſt affectionate ſiſter, 


PRISCILLA MORE TON.” 


Shortly aſter the receipt of my 


letter, he ſormed a ſcheme of coming 

to ſee my mother, at a time ſhe leaſt 
expected him. But, indeed, his only 
reaſon for ſo doing Was who! ily on 
my account, 


„ 


As ſoon as opportunity permit— 


ted, I related to him the whole par- 


ticulars of every thing that had 
tranſpired during my reſidence at 
home; informing him, at the ſame 


time, that I had entertained ſome 
notion of quitting my native home, 
and. ſeebing that happineſs abroad 


which my preſent fitwation lecmed 
to refuſe me 3 


| 30 | 
| He. appeared much affedted with 
my diſcourſe; but, recovering him- 
ſelf a little, he entered into the fol - 
lowing converſation: * My deareſt 
ſiſter, ſaid he, your narrative has ra- 
ther ſurpriſed me. I am almoſt at a 
loſs how to adviſe; but, after due 
conſideration upon the matter, and 
weighing all things in a balance 
together, muſt. confeſs. your rea- 
ſons are very juſt, and, for the ſake 
of your future happineſs, cannot 
wiſh you to tarry in a place ſur- 
rounded, as it were, with enimies, 
whole chiefeſt aim is that of mag- 
nifying faults to a degree before 
unequalled. I would have you' em- 
brace the firſt favourable opportu- 5 
nity for putting your ſcheme in 
practice, and may that Divine Pro- 
vidence, who always ſhields the 
virtuous and the innocent, direck 
your paths, and raiſe up friends 


31 
equal to your merit. In the meau - 
time, be kind enough to aecept of 
this purſe, and this ring, as a laſt- 


£ 1 ing 5 memento of my brotherly love | 
= and affestion towards you, and ſhall 


not forget to offer up my moſt fer- 
vent prayers for your Ty and = 
welfare.” 


Then claſping me in his boſom 
| he wept; the ſcene was extreemly 
affecting and ſtriking, far beyond 
the power of my pen to deſcribe; 
therefore, muſt leave the reader 26 
his own imagination for the reſt. 
The night Was now approaching, in 
which 1 meant, if poſſible, to bid a 
laſting farewel to the place where- 
in l drew my firſt breath, I had 
prepared what little things | thought 
: neceſſary for my inte nded journey, 
and retired to bed at my uſual time, 
but alas! ſleep was a ſiranger to 


the night, and, for the laft time. 
wiſhing me to proceed for London, 


reſident therein, He married a wife, 
who brought him a genteel fortune, 


ſort of a woman, and worthy of the 


ality: of my intention ſo to do, and 
that he muſt walt With patience till 
fome favourable opportunity flere 


what manner my uncle and aunt 
received me. After a final and 
parting ſalute, my brother returned 
to his own room, ſor fear of a diſ- 


32 
me; my time was ſpent in thought 
and prayer for my future ſafety. 
My brother came ſecretly to me in 


having an uncle, by my father's ſide 


by whom he had one daughter. 
My aunt. was counted a good 
choice the had made. There he 


wiſhed me to fly, as the only place 
of retuge. I aſſured him of the re- 


ed of informing. him how and 
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eovery, as my mother flept in one 
adjoining. 


The little time remaining till day- 


light appeared I ſpent in thought 
and meditation. The Lori, faid I, 


has promiſed,” if our earthly parents 


forſake us, he will take us up.“ 


Theſe, and ſuch-like reflections, oe— 


curred to my mind, and adminiſtered 
comfort in my greateit diſtreſs. 1 


knew my brother Alfred loved nie, 
and it was a convincing proof of the 


ſituation of thoſe we are ſeparated 
from; and where is the perſon that 
can paint the feelings of friendſhip, 


and the painful ſenſations of a true, 


noble, and generous foul, ſeperated 


| from thoſe ſhe eſteems and values? 


paſſion, and at once convinced me 


that Alfred poſſeſſed a ſoul of the 
moit exalted nature. Nevertheleſs, 


\ 


"Cs 


fears will eroud in upon fears, and 
find way into the inmoſt receſſes, 
and, like hungry ee feed upon 
its peace. 


with any more wearing apparel than 


my pocket, the reſt of my things 


alter me, and, at all events, took the 
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As daylight approached, I flipped 
on my things, not being equipped 
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What was on my back, except a 
change of linen, which I put into 


— * . 
tbe I * 0 
* > 


being locked up, and the key in my 
mother's room. My whole ſtock of 
money cor ſiſted of two guineas, 
one dollar, and two new ſhillings 
that Alfred gave me the day belore 
along with the ring. I ſtole ſoftly 
down ſtairs, ſhut the door gently 


way for London. 


How, or in what manner, my de- 
parture was afterwards diſcovered, I 
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S know not, but am certain that every 


little noiſe I heard behind created 
more ſpeed in me, and dare ſay [ 
= walked ten miles without ftopping. 


At length, through wearineſs and fa- 


7 tigue, I ſat down by the fide of a 
+ 4 little brook, and there I wept bit - 
Th terly. Being ſtill under fears, on 
£4 account of my eſcape, dreading the 
| apprehenſion of being taken worſe 


than death itſelf. I cecollected having 


a few cakes in my pocket, which 1 
had procured the preceding evening; 
and being tempted by the eryſtal 
ſtream, I partook thereof, and Was 


much refreſhed. 


Proceeding onward, I had not 
gone far before I was overtaken by 
an old gentleman, who looked ear- 
nelily at me in the face, ſaying, 
" * Where are you going, my pretty 
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* maid? why you look ſo melancholy 
to day?“ 


I endeavoured to make ſome re- 
Piy, but could not articulate one 
lyllable for ſeveral minutes. My 
being ſtruck thus with terror, and 
in A lonely place, is not to be won— 
dered at, eſpecially conſidering my 
tender years. Perceiving me ra- 
ther frightened, he ſtrove to con- 
vince me that I entertained falſe 
fears; ; that he meaned not to hurt, 
but to protect me, if I ſtood in need. 
And ſtill walking by my ſide, and 
diſcouciing with me, I began to be 
Jeſs timid than before. After hav- 
ing aſked me ſeveral queſtions, ſome 
of which 1 anſwered, and ſome not, 
I dejfired to know his reaſons for 
being ſo inquiſitive, and what ſatil. 
faction he received thereby ? «© Why, 
you muſt know, Miſs, 1 nad cnce" 


© a 
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daughter, the very image of your- 


ſelf; ſhe was the darling of my 
heart, and w..3 ſtolen. away by a 
gentleman, to whom I would not 
give my conlent, and two years 
are now elapſed fince the leſt my 


houſe, during which time I have nat 


heard ons ſyllable concerning 15 


I have nat enjoyed a moment's 


peace of mind finee that period: 
and am greatly afraid the will bring 
down my grey hairs with ſorrow to 


the grave.” 


Ew own I was firuck at the 


firſt fight of you, there being ſome- 


thing particularly ſolid written in 
your countenance, which is ſome- 


what finguiar at your age; there- 
fore I took the liberty of aſking a few 


queſtions, and can aſfure you, that 
during the ſhort conyerf ation we 


have had togeiher, have taken a very 
:1eat liking to you.“ 


„Sir, ſaid ! ſinee you have thought 
proper to make me your confidant, | 
may I go one ſlep further, by en- 
quitin;z if you have ANY more in the 


family than Yon?” * 


"3 Yes, rep! lied he, ] have a wiſe 


and one fon, beſide the d ughter . 
you heard me make mention of.“ 


=. 


„ thank you Sir; for your in— 


formation, and. pity your caſe in 
the loſs of your daughter, but hope 


you will one day have the fatisfac- 


tion of ſeeing her again, when ſhe 


will, no doubt, make you happy in 
a tenfol1 degree, in compenſation for 
all the uneaſineſs ſhe has can- 


fed you. But, I think, Sir, it] 


is impoſſible to ferm any idea of 
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the real cauſe of her abſence, ſince it 


may proceed from various cauſes. She 


may be altogether in as great anxiety 


of mind as yourſelf, yet deſtitute of 


any proper channel whereby to con— 


vey to you the leatt information.“ 


«© Ah! ſaid the good old 
man, Miſs, you reaſon perfeaAly well 


upon the ſubject, But believe me (an-! 


here he fetched a deep figh) could | 
but ſee her once more, then ſhould I 


die in peace, and freely forgive her 
every fault ſhe has committed. And 


now my dear, ſaid he, for ſuch 1 
ſhall make free to call you, as | eon- 
deſended to give you ſome account 
of my family, I hope in return you 


will do me the favour of COMMUN!» | 


cating to me the ſame with regard to 
' your's, and in the MCA” time L (hall 


be all attention.“ 
2 


. 

Accordingly I related to him my 
little hiſtory, and he paid the greateſt 
attention immaginable; ; the narrative 
of which 1 perceivec affected him 
very much. 


He gave me a kind invitation to 


his houſe, which he ſaid was about 
one mile and a halt diſtant from the 


great road, It was a little lonely 


Cottage, but molt pleaſantly lituated, 


and well adapted for ſolitude and re- 


tirement. I accepted the kind invi- 


tation and followed the old gentle- 
man to the rural sport he had before 
deſeribed. 


Here, ſaid he, we can contem- 
plate upon the diſcourſe which paſſed 
between us upon the road ; it will 


Prove ſome recreation to you like- 


wiſe, before you Profeng. any farther 
on your intended journey.“ 
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Aﬀer a little more chat together, 
we arrived at the Cottage of Con- 
tent (for ſo it was called). He pre- 
ſented me to his wife and son; the 
good lady received me with the 
greateſt politeneſs imaginable, and 
ſeemed as much ſtruck with me as 
her huſband was when he ſaw me 
upon the road. I proteſt, ſaid the, 
1 abſolutely thought it had been my 
daughter; ſhe is the exp reſs image 


of her in almoſt every gegtes 


The old gentle: ꝛen informed her 
how he frit ſaw me „ and a ſo of our 
converſation by the w ay, Ke. With- 
out any farther ceremony, ſhe or- 
dered dinner to be ſerved up, for, 
continued ſhe, the young lady ſeems 
»faint with walking fo far: in the 
mean-time ſhe intreated me to 
take a glaſs of wine and a cakes, 
which I did, A ſhort time aftec- 


42 
wards dinner was brought upon the 
table, of which I partook with a good 
appetite, and ſeemed greatly refreſh- 
ed after my fatigue. Our enter- 


tainment was plain and neat as poſ- 
ſible, accompanied with that ſimpli- 
city and good nature which render 
fociety amiable and happy. After 


dinner, they begged me to relate my 


name and family, which I did, tell- 


ing them my name was Priſcilla 
lore ton. BEE 


„% Pray, ſays the good lady, was 


not your grandfather a Clergyman- 


once in the city of Briſtol? lan- 


ſwered in the affirmitive. Ves, 


continued the, I knew him perfectly 
well, and an excceding good kind of 
a gentleman he was, his character 


| bore the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny ; he was 


a faithful paſtor to his pariſhioners, 
a true friend to the poor, and well 
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reſpeted by all who had the happi- 
neſs of his acquaintance. 


J am ſorry for you, Miſs Moreton, 
and can ſympathize with you in 
| your preſent troubles; for it is a 

molt fad thihg to be obliged to fly 
from home immediately after the 
death of ſo good a father; and all 
thro? the ill uſage of a mother, whoſe 
chiefeſt care ought to conſiſt in pro- 
viding for a child like yourſelf, who 
appears to me a perſon worthy of all 
the care which is in her power to be- 
ſtow.” Indeed ſhe reaſoned like a 
mother in every reſpect; had I received 
the ſame kind and benevolent treat- 

ment at home, Imight have lived hap- 
py and comfortable, without being 
obliged to quit the place of my nati- 
vity, or ſeeking that friend hip 4s 
mongſt ſtrangeis, which was denied 
me in my father's houſe, _ 
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N Madam, ſal I, I never cunt 
entertain any idea of returning back 
again; my heart 1s too full of grief 
with the ill uſage I have already 
received.“ I would have proceeded 
father, but teais prevented me ; 
which Mrs. Grenville perceiving, 
(for that was her name) dropped 
the diſcourſe, and intreated me to 
take a walk in the garden, by \ way 
of recreation : 1 excepted the invi- 
tation, and found it a molt delight- 
ful ſpot. There was an elegant and 
extenſive grotto, a beautiful alcove, 
ſituated by the ſide of a litt! le nvulet, 
bordering on a wood, the trees of 
which inclining over the ſent, form- 
ed at cnce a molt delightful bower. 
Here we lat down, by way of a reit» 
ing⸗place, and heard the little ſea- 
hered ſongſters tune forth their 
melodious notes; it was an innocent 
harmony, and worthy our attention. 
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{ almoſt fancied myſelf in an imagi- 
nary paradiſe: I was in raptures at 
the delightful ſcene. 


Our next viſit was to ſee the little | 
W vineyard, which was beautiful to the 
: eye, and pleaſing to the taſte. Here, 
W likewiſe, we ſeated ourſelves in a 
beautiful alcove, where OO 
W rapes hung pedant over our heads 

around us, ſweet banks of roſes, um- 
W brelled over with ſpreading myrties. 
The ſcene was beautiful to benoid ; 
here nature ſeemed to laviſh all her 
ſtores. : : 


You might view, from the fame 
ſpot, the little wanton lambkins ſkip- 
ping and playing about in the adja- 
cent meadows, while the tender mo-- 
ther view them with a watchſul 
eye: this was rural felicity indeed! 
and free from everv adulteration. — 


Here were delicious fruits of every 


kind, pleaſing both to taſte and 
ſmell; vegetables of all forts, and 
in great abundance. Alas! ſaid I 
to myſelf, if I may draw the meta- 


phor, this appears to me fomething 
like the Iſraelites of old, when quit- 


ting the land of Egypt, and coming 


into the land of Promiſe ; a land flew - 


ing with milk and honey. Here all 
is pace, innocence, and tranquility . 


a molt delightful ſpot indeed, where 


all the graces meet, and pleaſure 
waits upon their ſteps! love and 
harmony go hand in hand! truth 


and juſtice meet each other, and 


ſecmed to form, at once, one grand 


and nob'e ſtructure, where both the 


| prince and the peaſant might feem 
delighted. 


No foreign wars abroad, nor in- 


bred jars at home, to intervene and 
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annoy their feſtivity; no envy, no 
diſtruſt to diſturb their tranquil 
breaſts, in the enjoyment of theſe 
ever bliſsful ſeats! No, all is har- 
mony and love, without any alloy 
whatever, The pen of the ready 
writer IS too faint to deſcribe half 
the various ſweets nature has vouch- 
ſaſed to laviſh on this happy place, 


which juſtly may be ſtiled the Cottage 
of Content, 


6c Alas! ſaid I, the hand of Pro- 
vidence has condudted me to this 


happy manſion, and here for ever . 
could I dwell, and ſweetly enjoy the 


fruits thereof; but my intended 
journey forbids it, and I muſt think 
of quitting a moſt delightful, rural 


ſpot, for the noiſe and buſtle of . 


the metropolis, where corroding care 
makes way, and even enters into the 
| breaſt of the great and powerful.“ 
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They expreſſed their kindneſs to 
me in a thouſand different ways, be- 
ſeeching me to make it my home as 


long as I thought proper. I returned 


my moſt greatfui thanks, Which was 


all I had in my power, at that time, 
to beſtow. 


They. however, ſeemed well plea- 


ſed with my company, and when I 
made mention of my departure. 
1 could perceive a gloomineſs upon 
every countenance around me, and 
muſt confeſs I never ſpent my 


days more happy 35 the only thing 


1 dreaded was the. ſhortneſs of its 


duration. I ſpent my time chiefly 


in the garden I have already de- 


ſcribed. Perceiving my inclination 
for thoſe rural walks and ſhady 


bowers, they ſeldom failed to ac- 
company me therein, and the young 
gentleman frequently amuſed us 


4 


5-9 
by reading ſuch books as where 
moſt conducive to our * en- 
tertamment. 


— 
Thus our time ſ-emed agreeably 
ſpent, and nothing was wanting, on 
their parts, to render my ay as 
happy and agreeable as poſſible.— 
One day Mr. Grenville gave me a 


ſhort IniiOry of his lite, a hich was as 
follows: Þ 


10 When 1 arrived at my thir- - 
teeath year, (my father dying) I was 
then leſt to the care of my mother; 
and in ſuch cireumſtances as ſec. n- 
ed at once to prelude and diſ p- 
point all hopes of my future educa- 
tion, My father was a free liver, 
and at one time poſſeſſed an eſtate 
of eight hundred ber annum, wich, 
by his miſcondu*t in life, and the 

vor · 1. * 


a 


card-tab'e” together, was reduced to 


one: this had ſuch an effect on him 
as proved his death; after which 


my mother neither enjoyed health 


or happineſs, and was under the ne- 


ceſlity of quitting an elegant houſe 
in Groſvenor Square, which they 
had enjoyed for a courſe of years. 


and e to retire to an apart- 
ment she had taken for her future 


reſidence, and likewiſe parting with 
her plate and jewels, and part of her 


beſt furniture, to pay ſome private 
debts my father had contraed. 


It almoſt proved too much for her 


ſpirits; yet notwithſtanding - this -- 


ſudden change of affairs, we did not 
immediately loſe all our rank; we 
were ſtill viſited by ſome of tne 
polite world: ſome indeed gratified 
their pride, by aſſuming an appear- 
ance of pity, and rather inſulted, 


khan allevisted our diſtreſſes; and 
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by way of comforting” us, drew a 
compariſon of what we where once, 
and what we were now; of what we 

once poſſeſſed, and a we had 
loſt; always concluding with ſome 
ſentence or other, very unpleaſant 5 
and grating to thetear. Others there 
certainly were who added a different 
part, and were often ſending us ſome 
kind preſent or other, accompanied 
with a ſhort but reviving epiſtle, 
to comfort and alleviate my mother 

under her -preſent iroubles. Thus, 
by our frugality and economy, we 
were enabled to live decently, and 
keep company with our ſuperiors, 
without being reduced to a level with 
the lower claſs of people, which is often 5 
attended with e Wd YON, : 


46 My mother now  Gallerad: the 
favour of a French gent leman of her 
2 
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acquaintance to take me upon reaſon - 
able terms, for the farther accompliſh- 
ments of my education, he being con- 
lidered an excellent matter of lan- 
guages. He immediately acquieſced, 
and I was to go to France in the firſt 
ſhip that ſailed. My dear parent and 
{ could not bear the idea of parting 
irom each other ; indeed ſhe was a 
molt a ffectionate mother, and ſhe has 
often confeſſed I was a very dutiful 

fon, and worthy all her care. 
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The captain ſhe had agreed with 
for my paſſage ſent word he ſhould 
fail the next morning, which he ac- 

cordingly did. The time at length 
arrived, when we were to take a 
ſarewel of each other, and an af- 
ſecting one it was; we intermingled 
our tears with each other, and as 
mutually embraced ; but alas! little 
did 1 think it was the laſt time that 
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ever I was to enjoy her bleſſed con- 
verſation in this world. She jaform- 
ed me that ſhe intended ſhortly to 
come and ſettle at Calais, which 
diſcourſe ſeemed 1ather a great enli- 
vener to my drooping ſpirits, *and 
cauſed me to undertake the journey 
with more alacrity than I otherwite 
ſhould have done, But to make 
ſhort of my hiftory, we ſet ſail; my 
mother watched the {hip as far as 
could be perceived by the naked eye, 
and waved he handkerchief in the 
air, in token ot her beſt withes: for 
our ſafety. 


We bad a tolerable Fair wind, 
5 15 ſoon arrived at Calais, where 1 
was kindly received by my tutor, 

who was a perſon of great alſability 
and kindneſs, and ſhewed ma many 
marks of it in leveral reſpects, White 


KE 3 
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ing me not to be uneaſy on account 
of my leperation from my native 
country, and my dearet | friends; 
tor he hoped the progrels I . ſhould 


make in my education would fully 
compenſate me for all the difficul- 
ties | had encountered, and that I 
might one day have the pleaſure of 
Teviliting my native clime, *greatly 
improved in every branch of uſeful 


know lecge and education, 


Ef returned! him a thouſand thanks 
bor his care over me, informing him 


1 ſtould count his infirudtions my 
chieleſt care, and ſtrive, if pollible, 
to make that progreſs in my learning 


he alieady ſeemed ſo anxious to 
Stain. 


© ] now took the earlieſt oppor- 5 
tunity of writing to my dear parent, 
who 1 knew was ſhedding tears 


** 
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ever - ſinee e my departure. I informed 
her how happily 1 was ſituated, and 
only wanted her near we { to complete 
4 the w hole. 5 


Ef She returned nft a moſt affee- 
WS tionate letter by the firſt packet thit 


filed; was exceeding glad to hear 
how agreeably I was ſituated, and 
concluded with giving me hopes 


that I might one day expect to ſee 
her in F rance; where, it ſhe liked 
the country, le would have no ol- 
jection to ſettle in it for a few years 
until J had full; c mpleted my edu- 
cation. „„ es 


„We thus continned writing alters 
nately to each other, tor the ſpace 
of al bout one year and three wee ks, 
when 1 received a letter e.mtaining 
the melancholy news of my mo- 
ther's illneſs, which was of that na- 


ſi ble, before ſhe died. For which 


winds, could not arrive ſoon enough 
to attend her funeral, which gave 


mind. 


will of Providence, often repeating 
her delire of wiſhing to ſee me once 
more in this life -: but Almighty Wil- 
dom did not acquieſce. 1 found 
ſhe had bequeathed to me her laſt 
bleſſing, together with all that ſhe 
ee. 1 


me, and could truly ſay with her, 
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ture as to render her life deſpaired | 
of, that ſhe deſired to ſee me, if poſ- 


purpoſe 1 embraced the opportunity 1 
of coming in the firſt ſhip that ſailed 
for England; but, owing to contrary 


me great uneaſineſs and trouble of 


I was informed that ſhe departed 
this life very much reſigned to the 


« This was a very ſevere trial to 
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: 1 was bereft of every earthly com- 


„% There were, indeed, ſome that 

W pretended to friendſhip, but it was 
merely outſide ſhow, deſtitute of that 
l reality which conſtitutes the real friend, 
as the poet elſewhere expreſles it. 


©« When thou art rich thou many fri bende 
n fund, 5 

« If riches fail, friends ſoon will prove 
unkind,” 


0 this ſtamp I had then a confin, 
who was a merchant in the city of 
London. Having none elfe.to apply 
to in my preſent ſituation, I kind- 
ly ſolicited his advice what ſteps 
were beſt to be taken in my preſent 


my requeſt, I ſhould not have been 
ſurpriſed at receiving a negative 


ſituation: had money matters been 


4. 


favour me with his beſt counſel, I 


made me, which was, that he thouglit 


ſpend it like a madman, as my ſarther 


ſit my father, any partake of the 
dainties of his table; but as my father 
was no more, his friendſhip withered 
away alſo, like the unnatural Oſtrich 
forgetting the younger branches of her 


to be hatched by the heat of the ſun, 


hope, cont: nued he, you are not in 


anfwer; but only intreating him to 


was rather ſtartled at the reply he 


by this time I had been able to 5 
judge for myſelf, and thought I hack 
quite a ſufficiency left me, if I made a 


proper uſe of it, and did not with to 


had done before me. | 


WR I 8 IT remembered the time 
when he thought it no diſgrace to vi- 
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family, and, like her, leaves the eggs 


« But ta return to my ſtory. CO! 


er . 
the borrowing Tex os T can aſſure 


2 you buſineſs. at preſent runs coun— 
27 ter to my wiſhes, otherwiſe, per- 
0 haps, I might not lee you in want 
5 of any _ in my e to aſſiſt 
4 vou in.“ | 3 
= ed replied I, that was not my 
intention : nevertheleſs, had you even 
come to me upon that ſcore, I do not 
think 1 ſhould | have denied your 
W requeſt, ſo far as my ſmall ſtoek 
would have admitted. 


% Pray couſin, ſaid he, take a 
glaſs of wine with me, and let us he 
ſociable together, and if I can be 
any way n you may com 
mand me.” I being young, and a 
mere novice in the art of flattery, 
began to imagine him ſincere in his 
profeſſion. 


1 have, continued. he, ſuffered 
great loſſes in trade, and notwith- 
ſtanding my extenſive line of buſi- 
neſs, find if 1 could procure a friend 
to lend me about five hundred 
pounds, it would free me from ſome 
diffieulties under which 1 now la- 
bour.”—<+ Sir, replied 1, the ſum you iſ 
jt mentioned is not immediately in my 
1 power to produce, but | have a pro- 
. perty that will furniſh me with al- 
moſt double that ſum, therefore 
ſhall diſpoſe of it as ſoon as poſlible, 


and 9 you to the utmoſt . my 
: power.“ 


„ He appeared pleaſed with my 
propoſal, and, in return for my 
kindneſs, promiſed to take me into 
. his compting-houſe, and inſtru 
me how to manage my own affairs 
Nt and property in the world, _ when» 
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ever it ſuited me to change my pre- 
ſent ſituation. 


« as well fatisfied with his offer, 


and immediately diſpoſed of all my 


effects, which produced me the ſum of - 


nine hundred pounds, five of which I 
| lent to my coutin, and the remaining 


four J put into the locks. 


The firſt two years he behaved 


tolerable well to me, but akter- 
wards treated me with great diſ- 
reſpect, frequent] y upbraided me 
with my father's miſconduct, ia 
order to create words between us, 


which | perceiving ſtrove by every 
means to ſhun. Sometimes, indeed, 


= As almo 1 determined of quit- 


ting his houſe, and fixing myſelf 


in ſome other way of buſineſs; but 


he ſuddenly changed the manner of 
VOL. F 


* 
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his behaviour 10 rip me, which 
in ſome meaſure altered my former 


\ofolution; but I ſoon perceived 
from what ſource his good - nature 


ſprang; it was done with a view to 


borrow my remaining four hundred, 
whieh I nad in the Rocks ; but, upon 
a ſecond conſideration, I thought it 


moſt prudent to deſiſt: this irntated 
him fo much, that I had no peace 
arterwards, during the time I ſtaid 
with him: indeed, I took the moſt 
rudent fiep, for about three years 
fterward he became a bankrupt, and 


paid half-a-crown in the pound I. 
entered into partnerſhip with a 


zeatleiman of the ſame profeſſion, ant 


iny coulln went to live at Southamp- 


ton, and ] never heard of hun lince. 


„After being in buſineſs about 


two years, I fell in love with a moſt. 
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amiable lady, to whom TI paid my 
addreſſes, and being kindly receiv - 
ed, we ſhortly commenced -matri- 
mony. We lived happily together 
for the ſpace of one year and about 
three months, when a molt melan- 
choly cireumſtance took place. I 
happened to be from home at the 
time, when the moſt ſad news was 
brought to me that my wife had 
ſuddenly dropped down dead. I mult 
confeſs. that the ſurpriſe had ſach an 
eſſest on me, that ] ſtood motionleſs 
for ſome time, my blood ſeemed to 
run cold within my veins, and bore 
witneſs of my inward grief: as ſoon 
as IJ was able, I repaired to the fatal ; 
ſpot where ,the ſad cataſtrophe hap- 
Pened, to drop a friendly tear over 
tne remains of that once dearly - be- 
love cd partner of my life, 


F 3 


1 4 

. « T paid every reſpect due to fo 
| amiable a character, and lived in a 
very retired manner for ſome time 
afterward. She had a handſome for- 
i tune ſettled upon her, which, for 
fi want of iſſue, devolved upon me at 


her death. 


«6 Being tired with my preſent 


5 mode of life, I was determmed up- 
Wl, on quitting buſineſs and the me- 
i tropolis, and find out fome rural 
1 receſs, where! might ſpend. my days 

5 in contemplating the vanities of life. 


Aſter ſome time ſpent in this part of 
the country, I had the happineſs to 
become acquainted with my preſent 
Partner, and thinking her poſſeſſed 
of thoſe qualities ſulfficient to make 
the marriage ſtate happy, made 
nu delay in accompliſhing the grand 
h defign, This rural ſoot, you now 
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e before you, was then upon ſal>.; 
had the wood fortune to purchaſe 
': here we have refided for thef2 
wenty-ſix years paſt, and hope 
12eyer to part from it, till death hal! 
but a period to my existence. ; 


« We have had one fon and one 


„ou. I am happy in my ſon, he is 
| moſt promifiag youth, I deſigned 
aim for the church, and gave him a 
ſuitable education, but his inclina- 
ion prompted him to go to ſea; 1 
oincided in the meaſures he pro- 
poſed: he has been ſeveral voya- 
ges, the laſt of which was to the 
Eaſt Indies, and as he ſ22ms in- 
2 clinable to tarry at home, I am in 
hopes of ſeeing _ him married to 
ſome amiable young lady „ before k 


go hence, and am no more ſeen. — 


32 


laughter, as I before obſerved 1 
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As to my laughter: asI have before 
related, ſhe has acted diametrically | 
oppoſite to our wiſhes ; neverthe- 


leſs it would be ſome atisfaRtion to 


here ſhe was living, but mnch more 
fo, would ſhe return a true peni- 


tent, then might we finiſh our days 


in peace, and enjoy that comfort, 
which, during her abſence, the world 
0 cannot give. ky 


«Thus, Miſs Moreton,” have 1 
given you a ſhort sketch of my life, 


hoping | have not intruded too much 


upon your Pg: 


«Sir, lied L your narrative has 


been very intereſting, and could ſpend 
hour after hour, in liſtening to the 
various vicititudes of fortune you 
have undergone. Heaven you lee, 


Sir, has witneſſed your patience un- 


der every trial, and at length has 


W £xecd you in this happy rural ſpot, 


wich is juſily called the Cottage of 


i Content, as a token that ſhe has 
*F greater bleſſings to beſtow upon thoſe 
individuals who make religion and: 
| @ virtue their principal ſtudy.” | | 

% Indeed, Miſs Moreton, ſaid 
Mr. Grenville, you are young, but 
ſerious, and ſeem, in ſome degree, 
fitted to undergo thoſe trials with 
patience, which every part of the 
human creation is more or leſs ſub- 
Rs F Te 


© You have juſt now entered upon 
life, as it were, and the beginning 
ſeems rough and uncooth, but do 
not be diſheartened; perhaps the 
latter end may turn out far better 
than the beginning. I cannot help 
ſhedding tears, when I thiak of the 
ill uſage you have experienced from 
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. vour own mother, and how patient'y 
| dbu have ſubmitted to every indig- 


ity put upon you, and be aſſured 
that your patient ſufferings will one 
day meet with ſutiable reward.” 


. Indeed, Mr. Grenville's diſeourſe 
118 was always fo. penetrating aud ſym- 
"i . pathetic as to draw tears from my 
Fe. eyes, which the young gentleman 
1 I perceiving, found means to change 
i the diſcourſe, He was every way 


condeſcending, and agreeable in his 
temper; a pleaſing countenance, and 
majeftic air; polite, without a ffec- 
tation. In ſhort, he was poſſeſſed 
of thoſe incomparable : abilities which 
rendered him the compleat gentle- 
man. 28 R 


we drank iea in one of the ſhady 
bowers, after which we proj uſed 


117 


69 


taken a walk through the adjacent 
wood, where the little choriſters ot 


e grove. ſeemed to welcome us 


with their tuneful notes. We had 
2 little dog with us. who had by 
ſome means or other eatched a ſmall. 


bird, aud came running with it in 


his mouth to Mrs. Grenville; ſne 
ſon releaſed it, and not being much 


hurt, ſoon mounted upon a ſpray, 


and, in return for the kind favour 
E had done him, fung a moſt de- 


ightful ſong, as if to thank us for 
our. care. 


" Doring this rural wa I took the 
oc] on of expreſling my warmeſt 
gratitude for the unbounded favours 
they had fo liberally beltowed upon 


we, during my reſidence at their 


rural Waben ; intimating a de- 
VVV "BP oO 
re of perſuing my intended jour- 
hy the next morning, hoping the 
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favour of correſponding with them 
by letters might not be diſagreeable, 
whenever it was in my power to 
Inform them how and in what man- 
ner I was provided for; and think 
it a duty, as well as a pleaſure, to 
communicate to them every oceur- 


rence that tranſpired during my reſi- 
dence 1 in tow n. 


80 Wa tail Mrs. Grenville, when- 
ever you quit this manſion, be ſure 
to communicate to us every thing 
that happens on your arrival in town; 
whether they receive you kindly or 
not; whether they ſeem to wiſh 
vour continuance there: if not, take 

tlie firſt opportunity of returning 
to our little cottage, where you 
will be received with open arms. 

But 1 have one more favour to beg 
of you, that is, to give us the plea- 
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ſure of your company one week 
longer.” 


IJ accepted the invitation, and 
perceived that young Mr. Grenville 
ſeemed very much pleaſed upon 
the occaſion: however, we every 
Y day took our rural walks as before, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Grenville ſre- 
quently accompanied us in our ex- 
curſions, and where partakers of our 
mirth, It happened, however, one 
day as I fat alone in a ſhady bower, 
amuſing myſelf with reading, that 
| ſuddenly heard ſomebody coming 
down the back walk, and, upon a 
nearer view, perceived it was young 
Grenville. Seeing me alone, he ad- 
dreſſed me thus: Pray, Miſs, let 
me be a partaker with you of your 
happineſs. If the intruſion is not too 


great, may I beg the favour of know=- _ 


ing what ſubject you are now upon ??” 
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« Sir, replied I, it is Young's Night 
Thoughts, and being rather ſeriouſly. 
inclined, 3 it was ſuitable at 
this time.“ —«« Miſs, returned he, I 
am ſorry 10 interrupt your ſiudies;” 
then flipping a letter into my hands, 
Immediately retired, without ſaying 
another . „ able: It was as follows: 


ay Ay dear Dis Moreton, 


0 It is in vain to conceal my paſ- 
fion any longer; the regard L have 
always entertained for you, ſince 
Four arrival at this rural cot, now 

breaks forth in ſpite of every effort 
to the contrary. In ſhort, to ſpeak 
in plain terms, my pen 18 tov faint 
to declare how much I admire you. 
1 truſt our ſentiments are pretty 
well known to each other, fince 1 


have had the pleaſure of your ac- 


quaintance.— 1 can: not let * the 
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favourable opportunity which now 
ofters of tendering my warmeſt 
wiſhes for your happineſs: your 
1 image is too deeply impreſſed on 
my mind ever to be eraſed: the 
thoughts of your departure hence . 
would ſoon deprive me of exiſtence 
I only wait in anxious an 
„f a favourable anſwer, and am, with 
all due reſpect, your's, &a. 


9 | keedore Gr emit} . 


Ik. is almoſt impoſſihle to con- 
ceive the conſternation [ was in, 
upon the receipt of this unexpected 
letter; it cerüinly was very kind 
and affedtionate, but the ſudden 
lurprize it threw me in, rendered 
me, for ſome ſhort time, very faint 
and low ; ; at length, recovering my - 
self a little, 1. peruſed it a ſecond 
REINER took the 0 opp rtunity to in- 
dite the following anluet: 
vori. G 


1 
894 acknowledge the receipt of 
your kind letter: the compliments 
vou are pleaſed to confer upon 
me, far exceed my merit. The Ts 
taſk you impoſe is of ſuch magni- 
inde, as to require my moſt ſerious 
Zeliberation: I eonfeſs, as a friend, 
1 entertain a very great eſteem for 
you, and am peiſuaded your parents, 
conſent might eaſily be obtained; 
but cannot, by any means, approve 
of a precipitate marriage; not that 
i have the leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe 
your behaviour would be ſuch as 
would ever cauſe me to Gent. 


«© Yet, upon ſceond conſideration, 
nat might not be yqur caſe, elpe- 
rally when you eme to reflect up- 
an-- my Pre ent forlorn ſituation, 
AaTINgG NO fortune to depend upon 
at preſent, and perhaps never. ay; 
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id, oftentimes, unequal marriages: 


end in uneaſineſs and diſcontent : 


therefore, Sis would wiſh you to 
re · conſider the matter, probably 
your thoughts may take a different 


turn, and fix upon ſome mare wor- 


my objea, equal to Four rank and: 
fortune. 


© I am in n duty bound to acknow « 


ws the obligations I am under, 
both to yourſelf and family; who 
have each of you contributed to- 


wards my happineſs, and hope a pro- 


per ſenſe of thoſe kind: favours will 
never be eraſed from the mind of, 
Sir, 
Your affeftionate 
Zieatful ſriend, = 
© Prizcilia Aereton.” 


* never ſaw him any more tir 


tea time, wich we partous of | in one. 
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70 
of the ſhady bowers, as uſual: L 
was amuſing myſelf with reading, 
ſome ſhoit time before we drank; 
tea, and young Mr. Grenville, per- 
ceiving me alone, was adyancing 
towards me with great ſpeed ; but, 
his mamma coming into the garden 
alſo, prevented him from having 
ary private converſation, concern- 
ing eur former negotiation. After 
tea, we fixed upon an agreeable. 
evening's walk, with which young 
Grenville ſeemed very well pleaf- 


ed, and was rather impatient. with 
waiting ſo long over our tea-table 


The old gentleman was deſi- 
rous of bearing us company, and. 
begged we might {ix upon the moſt 
rural walk, where we might enjoy 
the pleaſures of the cooling even- 
ing's breeze, „ 


nn On, 
Accordingly, we purſued our 
evening's recreation, and a moſt 


delightful one it was; the rural 
walks abounded with every thing i in 
great variety, and ſo laid out by 


nature, that one would have ima- 


gined they had been the greateſt 
works of art. Sometimes over- 


looking the fleecy flocks playing in 


the vallies below; ſometimes walk - 
ing underneath ſome ſhady bower, 
where the little ſongliers enter- 
tained us with their ſweet and moſt 


melodious notes: here every thing 
appeared in that ſplendour and or- 
der, which at once proclaimed their 
great Creator's praise. Oh! moſt 


- nn and celeſtial ſpot ! whi- 
ther could I have gone to have 


found thy equal! If our firſt parents 
had been favoured with half thoſe 


innocent pleaſures and natural beau— 


ties, Which now preſents them: (el 03 
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78 
to ohr view. how is it poſſible they 
could have been ſeduced by that 
foul ſpifit, who appeared in lo odi- 
ous and ſo ſerpentine a form. 


- 


While thus reflecling and admir- 
ng theſe beauteous ſcenes of na- 
ture, young Grenville walked fj- 
lently by my fide; at length, per- 
ceiving me wrapped up in thought, 
as it were, took the opportunity 
of ſveaking to me. Mr. and Mrs, 
| Grenville were at ſome little diſ- 
tance, viewing the ripening corn, 
that gently waved with the weſtern 
breeze. 


« My dear Miſs Moreton, ſaid. 
he, you have been exceeding {ly kind 
in favouring me with an anſwer to 
my letter; but why ſhould you en- 
Ceavour to conch it in ſuch terms 
as lo leave me between hope and 
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deſpair ? why not be more explicit 
and more ſatisfactory? why ſhould: 
you wiſh to leſſen yourſelf in the 
eyes of one that is unable to form 
words fufficient to ſound your 
praiſe? I muſt confeſs when 1 
heard you mention going to Lon - 
don, and of quitting this rural ſpot, 
that ſorrow and grief overwelmed 
1 ſtruggled with my paſſions 
focal days, previous to my ſend 
ing you thoſe few lines, but found 
myſelf inadequate to the taſk; the 
"difficulties were too great to be ſur- 
mounted, my very foul was on fire, 
and muſt have eonſumed me to 
aſhes had I not declared. my paſhion, 
and addreſſed myſelt to the object 
who is able to perform a cure, and 
J truſt I have not ſued in vain, 
Oh! lleaven forbid the thought! 
No, my dear Miſs Moreton, 1 will 
not entertain it, it is not worthy a 
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80 
place in my boſom. Let me caſt 
off all diſtruſt at once, throw my - 
ſelf at your feet, and erave that bi- 
ty and that love which 1s out of the 
power of a character, like yourſelf, 
adorn. with honour, virtue, and in- 


tegrity, to deny. 


0 Speak, then, | but fneak peace 
to my foul ; revive my drooping, 


linking ſpirits, and remember that 


the greateſt ambition I have in view 


is, to perſuade you to join hands 
with me, and become Mrs. Gren- 


ville. Ah! poor inſignificant title, 


1 wiſh 1 had far greater to beſtow ; 
but, fince it cannot be oiherwiſe, 

condeſcend, out of pure pity and. 
love, to accept a generous and faith- 
ſul heart, a he art that always glows 


at the very ſound of its dear Priſcilla. 
Oh! then, deſpiſe not my petition ; 


lend, for once, an attentive ear; re- 


1 
ſtore me to myſelf; forgive my bold- 


neſs; nay, ſign at once a general 
pardon, receive me into your favo ur, 


and ſay, live, my Grenville. 


«© I .admire your ſincerity, and it 


the reward you crave can make you 


happy, then take to your arms E FORE 


ever faithful Priſcilla Moreton,” 
Daring the forgoing converſati- 

on, we met a gentleman and Jady, 

who, like ourſelves, came out by 


Sa of an evening” s walk, and ſce- 
ing Mr. and Mrs. Grenville, a long 
converſation. took place nes 


them It was at length agreed 


return back to the Cottage of 8 


tent. But probably, faid Mr. 


Grenville, theſe young people may 
chooſe to purſue cheir evening 8 

walk a little farther; and as they 
have plenty of time upon their. 


- 9 * 
To 0 


$ 
. 
. 
* 
KF. 
[TS 
j bs 
(i 
k & * 
LS. 
i. 
294 
[ 
: BAR 
1 
f Pb 
: 41% — 4 3; 
% £ 
F* hg 
N 
U 8 
„ 
- N 2A 88 
1 
n 
1 
A 
*:T 
A * 
Ack 
„ 
. 
T4 N 
Ls 1 
„ 
+ *. 
* 61 
5 * 
1 ws 
* 
a 
7 1 2 
1 
. # 2 
* — 
1 . RN; 
1 238 - 
i — * TY 
1 
' x 5 
1 * 
e Y 
Se 
i} 45 4 
: * Fax 5 
we”. * * 
e 
In 
4 

15 Jt 

7 4 

7 7 3 
4 N. 

. po > 
V -: 
N s 
* 2 pf 

1 
7 8 
„ 
7 
1 
1 
þ N 
+122: 
+ e* 

, : 5 

1 

FX 

*. 2 
* * 
3 p 


= —C oo - - 2 - - ——— 
r 9 —— # 
— hn OR eG . 
Can nn EIT ; % 
- et a. ——_ wit"; 
. 
: wy 7 
es A ar 3 oy x 
22 a ry - * 


+ 


+ 
Tar putt er 
- ed on 
* — i * 3 1 
page: * 
I « 


. 5 
2 
W 2 on - 


1 
tv 
} 
3: WM 
118 
j ho 
3 
& 
TTH 
me 
11 
5 2; 
7 
19 
Ai 
* 
6 
3 
1 
n 
1 
4 
i 
af 1 
2: 
1 


- — 
5 . * 4 * = * 
ifs S "Rat 
DI 8 5 ada 
3 — — — 
EE LT RR 


8 oh 
—— of ot 


N Ftp - " 
* SR” L K 2 pe: 
. no Rec pt: 
— ds 4 222 * — 2 p * 
— ee Wee 


82 


hands, they may uſe their own plea- 
ſure in ſo doing.“ 


Theodore was defirons of pro- 
longing our excurſion, upon which 
we ſeperated for the preſent ;— 
after which he touk. the opportunity 
of renewing our former difeourſe, 

and ſeemed impatient for a reply; 
therefore, with ſome litile heſitation, 

1 began as follows: 


"if as Sir the encomiums you have 
already. beſtowed upon. me? far ex- 
ceed the bounds preſcribed. by rea- 
ſom and truth. My accompliſh- 
ments are but ſmall and contracted, 
nevertheleſs when reaſon takes 
the helm, the ſmalleſt ſpark of 
Fcconomy reflects a bright and ſhi- 
ning light Wirhout flattery, | may 
tay ther” is not that perſon living 
to whom I would give my hand 


833 

fooner than yourſelf; but I truft, 
Sir, in the circle of your acquaint- 
ance, there are many to be found 
whoſe ſhining qualities would ſoon 
eclipſe thoſe who are caſt in an 
inferior mould. Therefore, Sir, I 
could wiſh you to re-conſider every 
word and every thought, and, per- 
haps, after mature deliberation, you 
may repent of your hafiy propoſal, 
and ſay to yourſelf, Ah: Theodore, 
thou hadſt once almoſt forgot thy- 
ſelf, by precipitately entering upon 
the marriage ſtate with a perſon of 
inferior fortune and abilities. But 
finding thyſelf now more capa- 
ble of judging in matters of ſuch 
moment, ſhall endeavour to look 
out for one whoſe accomp'iſh nents 
ate far fuperior to Miſs Moreton's. 
Likewiſe, Sir, by taken the ſiep 
you have now propoſed, might be 
the cauſe of your worthy parents 
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hatred towards me, and one animo - 
fity begets another, till ſuch times 
that they, who are now the beſt 
friends, might ſooner become the 
gr ceateft enemies. 


, Br 


«© Pardon me, Sir, il! have exag- 


gerate; I mean not to offend, J on- 
ly reaſon ſuperficially perhaps; and 
ſometimes women's reaſons will 


not bear ſo nice . I 
wiſh it was in my power to make 


you happy, but am fearful that my 
finite abilities are incompetent to 


the taſk, and could wilh the amia- 
ble Mr. Grenville a partner far ſu- 
perior to myſelf, and better calcu- 
lated for that purpoſe, as wy inten— 


tion is bent upon viſiting the me— 


tropolis mortly, [| hope, Sir, you 


will think no more of what has 
already paced, and then your ho- 


noured patenuls th i never be Ace- 
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quainted with one ſingle op lable 
that has tranſpired. “ 


P — 
>. 


| 1 this declaration of my ſen- 
timents he looked penſive. and ſad, 
his countenance ſeemed to change, 
and ] began to be rather alarmed, 
fearing he might ſaint away, and 
none but myſelf near him. I pro- 
cured him a little water from a 

Purling brook, which he drank of, 
and, recovering himſelf a little, ſpoke 
in the following manner: 
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My dear Priſcilla, forbear to 
treat me any longer as a perſon 
whoſe affe Kions are every moment 
upon the change, and whole inward 
foolings are not to be regarded ; but 
rather look upon me as your ad— 


l mirer, as one w hoſe lite and happi- 
* Þ nels dep 204 eitner upon your ſmiles 
2 vol, 1. H 


— 8 
or your frowns; in your power at 
this time are the iſſues of life and 
death. Only ſay, I love you, and will 

condeſcend io make you happy, and 
1 (hall live; or, on the other hand, 
1 hate and deſpiſe you, then ſhall I 
die, and ſoon be forgotten.“ 


l muſt confeſs I was excecdingly 
rejoiced at his recovery, but totally 
at a loſs how to anſwer in fo prect- 
pitate a manner, as the foregoing 
words ſeemed to require; at length, 
after ſome little pauſe, and a few 
words had interverned, on his part, 
to haſten my ſpeedy anſwer, I ad- 
dreſſed myſelf to him as follows; 


Sir, I am hy no means inſen— 
 fivle of the high regard you enter- 
tain for me, wiſhing it was in my 

power to make a ſuitable return ; 
in the mean time, pleaſe to accept 


'l of that littie I have to give, and 
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muſt freely conſeſs, the great es- 


teem I entertain for you is almoſt 
beyond. deſcription, but ſhall now 
throw off the diſguiſe, and acknow- 


ledge myſelf your very faithful and 
loving Priſcilla Moreton : it is my 
heart as well as my hand, you wiſh 


for, and they are both at your ſer- 
vice; was in my power to add all 


the riches of Peru and Mexico, 1 
would gladly make a ſacrifice of 


all, and, with your honoured parents 
_ conſent, I give you myſelf, and all 


my affections, and can aſſure you I 
ſhall never make the like ſacrifice 
to any perſon, of what rank ſoever 
he may be, as T have to my dear 


| and affectionate Mr. Grenville. 


I ſhall leave the remaining part 7 


of the buſineſs for yon to manage, 


and make known to your parents 
„ . 


88 
whenever you fee a convenient op 
portunity, and ſhall be miſerable. 
ſhould it meet with their diſappro- 
bation, their kind behaviour to- 
wards me being far ſaperior to all 
deſeription. Io proceed far in ſuch 
weighty concerns, without their 
knowledge and conſent, would be a 
baſe return, on my part, for all their 
palt favours; but, my dear Gren- 
ville, only gain their approbation, . 
mine 1s ors an certain.” 


=. Uh 1 dear Priſeila, returned he. 
you have this night ſaved the life of 
your faithful Theodore, I ſhall not 
heſitate to acquaint my mamma 
with the whole particulars by this: 
| time to-morrow ; leaving it in her 
power to make what uſe ſhe pleaſes 
of it with my father, and am cer- 
tain, from the encomiums they have 
both beſlowed upon you, in my 
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Hearing, that neither of them wilt 
have the leaſt objection. Ir the mean- 
time it will be prudent to return 
home, and ſpend the evening with 
the gentleman and lady who accom - 
panied them home, taking no notige 
of what has tranſpired, till J fee a 
proper opportunity of acquainting 

my mother there with.“ 
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We excuſed ourſelves for having, 
ſtopped ſo long, ſignifying that the 
length of the journey 195 been al- 
moſt too much for me Jes, re- 
plied Mr. Grenville, T Ma is ſo 
fond of your good company, that I 
rather wonder you are returned fo 
ſoon; and indeed I am not at all 
ſurpriſed. at it, Miſs Moreton, for 
you are a ſenſible. and agreeab;e 
companion, worthy of a far better 

| perſon's care and attention tha: 
| | Theodore Grenville's.” 
E 


go. 

I thanked him very kindly for 
his good opimon of me, affaring 
him that I wiſhed no better protector 
than his ſon. We paſſed the re- 
mainder of the evening in mirth 
and good humour. and then we re- 
tired each to cur- ſeperate apart- 
ments. I muſt confeſs I ſlept but 
little, therefore took the opportu- 
' nity of riſing carly in the morning 
to amuſe myſelf by walking in the 
garden. Having walked about in 
the pleaſent walks and ſhady bowers 
for ſome length of time, I pereeived 
Mrs. Grenville at ſome diftance, 
which rather 3 me, knowing 
it was before her uſual time of riſing. 
She drew towards me, _ with a 
ſmiling countenance faid, « Miſs, J 
ſaw you from my window ſome time 
ago, and having ſomething. of con- 2 
ſequence to communicate, thought 
it a proper opportunity.“, 55 Madam: 


* 

faid I, I am exceedingly glad -of 
your company, and ſhall be all at- 
tention.“ | 


cc Why, my dear Miſs | Moreton, 


ſaid ſhe, I underſtand that Theo- 
dore has a very great affection for 
you, inſomuch that he. ſcarcely. 
knows what to do, or how to ac: 
his mind ſeems very much, difturb- 


ed at the thoughts of your quitting 


this rural cottage, and, in going to 
London, is fearſul ſome misfortune 

may happen to you by the way, and 
that he ſhould be for ever robbed of 
his dear Priſcilla Moreton, He has 
very ſtrongly ſolicited my conſent, 

and begs me to make interceſſion 
for him with his father. 1 can af- 
fire you Miſs, that my conſent is 
already obtained, and I dare ſay 
Mr. Grenville's is not far off. 
ſhall acquaint him with the whole 
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affair this morning, and make nd 
doubt but he will acquieſe. I en— 
tertain a very high opinion of you, 
and am well ſatisſied with my ſon's 

Choice. If you think it no diſgrace 
to form ſo near an alliance with the 
Grenville family, I ſhall be happy in 
the choice of you for a daughter.” 


Madam, ſaid J, the obligations 
Jam already under are ſuperlatively 
great, but this ſurpaſſes all. The 
honour you do me far exceeds 
my merit; nevertheleſs, ſhall uſe 
every endeavour on my part to ren- | 
der my admirer happy : no taſk can 
be too hard when ſanctioned by ſuch 
worthy parents as Journal. and Mr. 


Grenville, 
= J muſt confeſs that Theodore 


is the perſon of my choice, and one. 
with whom I could be for ever hap- 


5 
py; yet F would fooner die a thou- 
ſands deaths than to wed without 
your joint conſent. I have been 
foſtered by your generous hand, 
and though a ſtranger, treated like 
a familiar friend; and ſhall mgra- 
titude, that blackeſt of all erimes. 
fo far predominate over me, as to 
he the cauſe of my taking any one 
lingle ſtep, in a matter of ſuch im- 
portance, without the conſent of my 
worthy benefactors ?——No, Hea- 
ven forbid the though ! ik Mr. and. | 
Mrs. Grenville are both conſenting, 
Priſcilla Moreton will be happy i 
the ch-ice of her a ffectionate * 
dore 5 if not, ſhe is in duty bound 
to relinquih a prize, which, of: all, 
others, to her 1 is molt valuable.“ 


Mrs. Grenville ſeemed very much 
affected with my diſcourſe; ſhe 
gently ſqueezed me by the hand, 
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promiſing to acquaint Mr. Gren- 
ville with the particulars the firſt 
. opportunity. 


Accordingly, after dinner, Mr. 
Grenville entered upon the bulineſs, 
ſaying, I underſtand, Miſs, that 
my ſon has a very great eſteem for 
you, and as you are both here pre- 
fent, I mult inform you, that you 
have my free conſent, and am en- 
tirely happy in his choice Miſs 
Moreton's character and behaviour 
are ſuch as render her the admi- 
ration of all that have the honour of 
2 her acquaintance ; her aſfability and 
| kindneſs are ſuch as conſtitute her 
a perſon every way capable of 
making the marrrage ſtate Þappy ; 
in a word, fhe is amiable, ſhe 
wiſe, ſhe is virtuous, and such a 
perſon as 1 could with to recom- 


mm 
mend as partner for life to my 
worthy _ Theodore Grenville. 


© And now, my dear Miſs More- 
ton, it may not be amiſs, ſince my 
ſoa ſeems inclinable for matrimony, 
to whiſper a few words in his ear; 
for notwithſtanding he has received 
a liberal education, and likewiſe tra- 
velled over a great part of the Kaſt, 
yet ſome things may have eſcaped 
his attention; therefore a ſhort le(- 
fon or two may not be amiſs. 


© You are to underſtand, Theo- 
: PE, that upon a minute ſurvey of 
my own eſtate, I find myfelf, at this 
time, poſſeſſed of a clear income 
of about one thouſand a year, and i in 
caſe you commence matrimony 
with Miſs Moreton, I ſhall ſettle 
four hundred per annum upon you 
immediately, watch I hope toge- 
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ther with your own aequirements 
while abroad, will, in ſome meaſure, 
be ſufficient to keep the wolf from 
the door; if 1 thought otherwiſe, I 
would ſoon add another hundred, 
and ſettle it upon my daughter, by 
way of pin-money, as we may ex- 
pet the production of a riting off- 
ſpring. 1 ſhall yet have remaining 
another five hundred per annum 
(when 1 and Mrs. Grenville have 
no more occaſion for it) which will 
in ſome. meaſure help to tram up 
the little ones in the way they ſhould 


go. 


5 Remember, likewiſe, that a- 
mongſt all your youthlul pleaſures 
and amuſements, you do not loſe | 
ſight of religion, and then 1 am 
certain you will not forget the poor 
and needy. {Religion and Virtue 
are .co-paitners together, and where 
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the one flouriſhes and thrives, the 
other cannot poſſible decay. N 


% J could wiſh you to uſe œcono 
my; but not to imitate the miſer, 
who, according to ſound reaſoning 
and true philoſophy muſt be a moit 
miſerable being. 


«© Always make a reſerve of fme- 
thing to help 2 friend in adverſity, 
and ſhould he prove ungreatful, you 
will not loſe your reward. 


Let your light (> ſumne before 
men, that they may fre your goo! 
works, and be not aſhamed to Loi 
low your eXampl le. 


I have many more things to 
ſay, when time and opportunit 
permit: in the mean time, fi 
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98 
to make yourſelves happy and agree- 


able together; enjoy each other's. 
company with freedom and inno- 


to ſee her friends in London, and 
take their ſenſe upon the matter, 
contrive to be as expeditious as pol- 
{ible, that, at her return, all Oy 
may be ſettled \ W thout delay.” 


But now the . point will 
5 to part, I ſuppoſe, though for ſo 
hort a time; but, Theodore, you 
muſt collea all your powers, you 
muſt ſümmons the whole man, and 
try, for once, if chere is nat a poſſi- 
bility of parting for a few weeks, 
without, launching out into ſuch a 
Ny. of grief and ſorrow, as 

you remained without hope of 

ever ſeeing each other again; and 
1 hope Miſs Moreton | will Kew iſe 
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act a very ſteady part, and, not like 

Theodore, weep at parting. But I 

cannot blame her ſo much, ſhe is the 

weakeſt veſſel, and every due reſpect 
ought to be paid her.“ 


wh Now, ſaid Mrs. Grenville, you 


have been talking ſome time, Sir, if 
1 were to put in a few words it 


might not be amiſs :- if Miſs More- 
ton is bent upon going, I dare lay 


ſhe would wiſh Theodore's compa- 
ny, at leaſt part of the way, which 
: will be fome conſolation to both 
parties, neither ſhall we be witneſs 


of their forrow; I was once young 
myſe!f, and remember the tine 
when I would have given the whole 


world to kave been alone, that no 
other perſon might have been witneſs 
of my wea knels.. The cauſe is a na- 

tural one. Mr. Grenville, and all cha 
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Don neflic happineſs brings down 
upon us bleſfings from above, with- 
out which all human endeavours are 
of little value.“ | 


«© No, my children, for ſuch 1 
ſhall now call you, always endeavour 
to purſue that regular line of tran- 
quility, which cannot fail to reader 
you amiable, comfortable and happy. 


"Mes" Grenville ſeemed to ae qui= 
eſce in every ſyllable that was ſpoke: "hs 
and as a farther firengthener of che 
cauſe, ſaid, . ** Yes, . without a mu- 
tual intereſt there is not nor can be 
any real ſatisfaction ; and 3 muſt 
now Ceak | to the praiſe of Mr, Gren- 
ville, by ſaymg, that experience 
oon convinced mne he was the loving 
huſband, the tener father, and the 
genergus friend. 5 
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What retaliation could I make for 
ſuch unequalled merit, and unexam- 
pled generofity, but by adding my 
joint endeavours likewiſe? and when 
thus cemented together, they form 
that noble ſtrudture, which is molt 
properly called, domeſltic happineſs ; 

and herein conſiſts your future felicity 
which of all others is the moſt dura- 
ble. Lou frequently obſerve how 
unequally ſome are yoked together, | 
and what is the end thereof, but ruin 
; and diſgrace ! * 


—1 hope the diſcourſe has not 
EN any ways diſagreeable to Miſs 
Moreton, but knowing her ſerious 
turn of mind, was my cheif reafon 
for introducing it.“ 

$a lodeed, Madam, faid I, you 
have done me infinite pleaſure, in 
condeſcending to give us ſuch an 
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inſirudive jeſſon; it is moſt certainly 
a proof of thoſe ſhining abilities, for 
which you are ſo eminently con- 
e, „ 

56 7 he felicity I have enjoyed ſinee 
my arrival at this bleſſed manſion, 18 
unparalleled; it is adorned with every 
thing beautiſul, both within and 
without! the main edifiee is ſapported 
by religion and virtue, whoſe founda - 
tion is not to be ſhaken by envy, 
hatred, and malice ; and whoſe beau; 
ties are net to be obliterated by 
devouring time. 


00S am exceeding ſorry to quit 
this ; ſpot, even for a moment 
were it not for the promiſe once 
made to my brother Alfred, of my 
intention to viſit my Aunt at London ; ; 
and who might, for ought I can tel), 


104 
already have ſent to know if I was 
ſafely arrived. : | 


«© He was a moſt loving indulgent 
brother, and merits my warmeſt 
praiſe. He was both my protector 
and counſellor, ſince the death of my 
honoured father; and has often pro- 
ved the happy inſtrument of ſhelter- 
ing me from the vindictive hatred of 
a cruel and angry mother. 


But here I ſhall draw a curtain 
before the ſcene, for the preſent : 
and, as my intended journey is fixed 
for to- morrow, let me crave the favor 
of Mr. Grenviile and yourſelf, to ac- 
company me as far as the main road, 
leaving you for a (ſhort time, though 
; with lorrow and regret, hoping ſoon 
to return, and fully accompliſh. that 


happy and fall. ng union, of which 
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the foundation i is already laid between 
me and your worthy, your moſt ex- 


cellent ſon Theodore, whoſe ſhining 


abilities have taken ſuch deep root in 
my heart,. that loudly calls forth all 
my affections m his favour, from 


whence nothing but death can e 


ſeperate them.“ 


Alaſs! my dear Miſs Moreton, 
faid ſhe, the favour you ſolicit is but 
a ſmall one, indeed; how üngrateſul 
would it ſeem, to deny your requeſt, 


and upon ſuch eaſy terms? had they 


extended to a greater length, we 
ſhould willmgly have acguieſced, 


tough loth to part from ſuch a cha- 


racter as yours; whoſe entertainmg 
company beguiles the dull: hours, 
and e time. impreceptibly 15 
paſs away.” % on 
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. returned: her a thouſand thanks 
for all paſt favours, hoping the day 
was not far off, when it might be in 
my power to reader a more ample 


recompence. 


« Yes, returned ſhe, Miſs  More- 


ton, I am truly ſenſible of your 
gratitude and good ſenſe, even to 
entertain the leaſt doubt to the con- 


trary. Your accompliſhments axe 
ſuch, as loudly call forth my warm- 


eſt praiſe ;. neither am I in the leaſt 


ſurpriſed that Theodore ſhould ſix 


his eyes upon fo amiable a perſon, 8 
replete with every thing neceſſary 


to adorn the fair ſex, and to capti— 
vate the heart of your admirer, 
fully convinced me, that the follows 
ing lines of Swift, are truly appli- 
cable. 


* 


BE O decency, celeſtial . | 
© Decend from heaven to beauty's vids, 


* Tho; beauty may beget deſire, 
« Tis thou muſt fan the lover's fire; 
© To behold him in deluſion ftill, 
« And make him fancy what you will.” 


«© And now my dear Miſs More- 
ton continued ſhe, you are going a 
long journey, as it were, and to 
leave us for ſome length of time, and 
as I have never inquired into your 
little ſtock, (and perhaps never 
ſhall take that liberty while you are 
| Miſs Moreton ) yet, nevertheleſs, be 
ſo obliging as to accept this little part- 
ing gift, ( ſlipping ten guineas into 
my hand.) by way of traveling ex- 
pences; hoping, ere long, to witneſs 


your ſaſe "uy to the Cottage of 
Content. * 
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I was at to heap a thouſund. 
encomiums upon her, but ſhe pre- 
vented me, by gently ſqueezing my 
hand, withed me to prepare my ſeif 
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or my intended journey, by taking 
the benefit of a good night's repoſe; 


aſſuring me, I might depend on their 


accompanying me half of the way, 
where the ſtage would be ready, at a 
certain hour to convey me to London, 
and ſhe knew that Theodore would 
go with me fifteen or twenty miles 
farther: 


1 thanked her kindly at parting, 


and retired to my. room, meditating 


upon the friendſhip I had already 
experienced, and was quite at a loſs 
how to account for it, knowing. 
it far exceeded my real merit; yet 
moſt certainly I enjoyed that flow 
of happineſs, in this rural Cottage, 
and with theſe few, but generous, 
and noble friends, that it at once 
dre to my mind the follo W ing ſoli⸗ 


loqu Fe 
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— 


True happineſs is of retired nature, 
and an enemy to pomp and noiſe; it 
arriſes, in the firſt place, from an 
enjoy ment of one's ſelf, and in the 
next, from the friendſhip and con- 
verſation of a few ſelect companions; 
it loves ſhade and ſolitude, and na- 

turally haunts groves and fountains, 

| fields and meadows; in ſhort, it 
feels every thing it wants within 
itſelf, and receives no addition from 
multitudes of witneſſes and ſpec- 
tators. „ | 


I retired to reſt, but the thought 
of quitting this earthly paradiſe 
broke in upon, and prevented my 
repoſe my thoughts were wander- 
ing: ſometimes reſolution prompted 
me to perſue my journey 3 at Others, 

my whole frame ſeemed motionleſs 
and fivpid, at the thoughts of quit- 
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ing my bleſſed abode, 
ſudden the maid ſervant came up to 


ſerious 


Parents; 
view of this earthly TD: uradiſe ; which 
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when on a 


inform me breakfaſt was ready; i: 
inſtantly obeyed the call, and found 


Mr. and Mrs. Grenville converſing 


Theodore Was taking a 
walk in the garden, but 
being 1 TI was come down 
ſtairs, he ſoon came to make one of 


together: 


the company, and ſeemed exceeding 


ſorry at the thoughts of our ap- 
Proaching ſeperation. Jp 
When breakfaſt was over, and all 
things prepared for our journey, ! 
parted very reluctantly from this ru- 
ra! habitation, not forgetting fre- 
quently to turn back, like our ſicſt 
and take another farewell 


Mr. Grenville pereeiving took the 


oecaſion of being rather cular, upon, 


hoping the time might not be long 
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before 1 Se woc my vifit. and enter 


mto that laſting friendſhip and alli- 
ance with the Srenville family, that 


might ſtill render the Cottage of 
Content more pleaſant and agreeable 
to me, than it poſſibly now could be. 


By this time we arrived at the Inn. 


when, after waiting about half an 


hour, the ſtage came that was to 
eonvey me .to London: there were 


two ladies and one gentleman, inſide 


paſſengers, beſide myſelf and Theo- 


dore, who intended to ſee me at leaſt 
fifteen or eg miles farther. 


I took leave of Mr. and Mrs. 
Grenville, but not without tears on 


both ſides, for I believe their friend- 


ſhip for nie was unbounded : we 
paſſed the time away agreeably toge- 


ther, and it ſeemed to glide away too 
talk, 


We ſoon arrived at the ſpot 
K 2 „ 
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hour, 


leave of each ot 
ed our friendſhip 
copiouſly 


where Theod 
our ſtay at the 


which 


tears owed 


and 
adieu, 
40 ſlay: 
a poſt-ch 
ne y towards 


jour 
ed about four 


axxIv 


recei 
ther, 
| acquainting them 
of my elopement, 


prevente 
adieu, W 
Theodo 
aiſe, and 
London, 


Upon quitting 
hackney- coach, 
ed me to my 
They where n 
ſeeing me 
ved ſeveral lett 
| Gnee my dep? 


* 


was 
her, 
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ore and 1 m 
inn was abou 


ſpent 


and ſtill 


* farther 
as all at laſt 
re returned ho 
1 perſued my 
where | 


uſt part; 
t half an 
in taking 
cement - 


in the afternoon. 


ne ſtage, 1 ea 
which ſoc 
uncle? 8, 
ot ſo much 


ned a 


ſoon conVey” 
zn the ei: 


1 expected 
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ith the 


and wil 


ſurpriſed at 


having 


ers from my : 
rture from nome, 
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gain ſome intelligence concerning 
me, which my aunt had promnieds 
in caſe [ came in their way. 


She ſeemed to treat me very kind- 

ly at firſt, begged I would inform 
her of my reaſon for not coming 
| ſooner, when ſeveral weeks had now 
elapſed fince 1 quitted my mother's 
houſe. 


I gave her a breif hiſtory of all that 
tranſpired during the interval; like- 
wiſe the kind treatment I receive 
at the Cottage: and threw out hints: 


concerning young Grenville's paying: 
his addreſſos to me; at the latter: 
part of which ſhe ſeemed rather dil- 


pleaſed, intimating that my mother 
had not ſpoke many things in my 
praiſe, and ſhe feared it had ſome 

truth init, for certainly no perſon os 
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eonfequence would ever think it 
worth th ir While to pay any. attens 
tion to ſuch a country fied gitl as my- 
ſelf; and i te was very ſure the family 
TI fo much boaſted of, were far 
below the account I gave of them. 
She 1magined it might be ſome coun- 
try youth, whom 1 ſpoke of, that 
was not only deſtitute of wealth, but 
likewiſe of manners and good breed- 
ing; and being ſo far diſtant from 
the metropolis, muſt be almolt a 
mere natural, like my ſelf. 15 


But, however, 48 I Was now come 
BY co London, ſhe ſhould endeavour to 
follow my mother” s advice, and give 
me ſuch infiruStions as ſeemed moſt 
likely to refine my manners, and 
poliſh my underſianding i © for, con- 
tinued ſhe, ehild, 1 have a a daughter 
far ſupcrior to y ourſe!f in every ſhape * 
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pany whatever, let their ſituation in 


life be what it may: ſhe is no ſtran- 


ger to the polite part of the world, 
and is acquainted with thoſe of the 


ürft rank and character, and ſuch as 


1 ſhall, by degrees, introduce you 


to, when you bare had a few more 


inſtructive leſſons .? 


J was really thunderſtruck at her 
diſcourſe, delivered with fo much 


gravity, and fuch an air of conſe- 


quence as ſeemed at once to argue 
a great deal of felf-conceit, totally 
unconnected with true knowledge and 
vaderſtanding, ſuch as ought to ren- 
der the female character both amibale 


and conyerſahle. 1 was totaly at a 


he was bred up at one of the firſt 
ſchools in this part of the world, and 
underſtands things perfectly well; 
ſhe will read A play or romance eXx-. 
tremely well, and is fit for any com- 
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loſs how to anſwer, for fear of offend- 
ing, and to acquieſce in ſuch a jargon 
of incoherent ſounds, would in plain 
terms, be ſtiling myſelf almoſt an 
idiot; however, I took the opportu- 
nity of replying in a manner leaſt. 
liable of Siving offence. 


Madam, ſaid I, moſt certainly 


7 you are ſituated in the moſt polite | 


part of the kingdom, ſurrounded with 
men of learning, and the moſt refined 
manners, therefore it is not to be 
wondered at, if my couſin, Miſs 

Moreton, poſfeſſes all thoſe accom- 
pliſhments you have before deſcribed 
and am exeeedingly happy in having 
the opportunity of edifying my ſelf 
by the example of ſuch brilliant end 
ſhinipg characters. 


IT7 
« As to my ſmall ſtock of educa- 
tion I ſhall ſay but little about, my 
honoured father dying before I had 
completed it, and my mother treat- 
ed me in a manner which I ſhall 
forbear to mention; yet, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſmall talent committed 
to my care, I have uſed every endea- 
vour in my power to improve ; and 
although I may not be ſo converſant 
in plays, novels, or romances, yet 1 
have fead ſufficient to inform me, 
% That the practice of virtue is ſo. 
mich our own intereſt, that we 
ſhould never look upon it as a hard- 
ſhip, but as the foundation of honour, 
peace, and happineſs.” 


«I he Gee 8 Madam, 
if 1 may be permitted to ſpeak, are 
worthy of every encomium in my 
power to beſtow, and, although their 


118 
Fituation at this time is far diſtant 
from London, yet, in their juvenal 
days, it was te ſpot fixed upon for 
gaiety and amuſement ; but an over- 
flow of pleaſure ſoon nauſeates and 
cloys. It was then they thought of 
retiring into the country, to enjoy 
that happineſs and tranquillity which 
is not to be met with in the grandeſt 
eities in Europe: it is a lovely ſpot, 
and far furpaſſes all deſcription. — 
The mhabitants are happy in them 
ſelves, and with to make their viſi⸗ 
tors 0 likewiſe ; and if ever there 
was an earthly paradiſe, it muſt be 
in that rural Cottage I have been 
ſpeaking of, notwithſtanding, Madam, 
| you have repreſented them as auk- 
f ward and uncouth beings.“ 


OY this time my uncle had lent * 


an atteniive ear to our diſcourſe, 


TI9 
and, after ſome ſhort pauſe, ſaid, 
1 think Mrs. Moreton, that my 
niece is not altogether deſtitute of 
knowledge; ; and however her mother 
may form to herſelf a different opi- 
nion, yet I can certainly perceive 
ſome traces of ſound learning, inter- 
woven, as it were, with a good 
natural genius, which bids fair to 
produce a ſenſible and amiable wo- 
man. I ſhall endeavour to lend her 
every aſſiſtance in my power, and, 5 

if poſſible, ſtrive to bring a recon- 
_ ciliation between her and her mother. 
I am very greatly afraid ſhe accuſes 
her wrongfully, and has taken ſome. 
antipathy againſt her, without any 
real cauſe. . She appears to me a 
dutitul and aſſectionate child, wor- 
thy of far better treatment than 
ſhe has received, and ſhall endeavour 
to ſiſt ch e matter to the, boltom, leaſt 


3 3 


e 2 
ere” * 0 — 4 > * g \ 0 


5 
get — 


8 TE nt en 6 * = a 
2 — r . S. pe 2 a — 2 Ka ATA n * —— . 4 8 1 
. SI 5 —— 4 222 2 _ - a. - > #53007 2 — —— DDr AR SZ HR 2 
2. > 338 F r 5 „ | +> £ 5 == 


£4 


9 e 420 
_ * 0 .- I» - 
EEA 


n 
* 
75 


* 
% 
* 
+ 1 
= 
* 
. . 
3 
17 
. 7 j 
£ 44 
: 1 1 
> 
17 
1 » 
2 
„ 
* 
* 


— 23S £ 
2 I. — 2 ns n 
Ie . . - 


* 
c eee 21 . 
boy 3 . Le. 2 — u 
8 '*, 2 — 


oa 
2 Jax. 7 
7 n 1 * 
LOC FAD 
if e 
. 
WF —_— ERS 


EW 


; 120 
too much ſeverity ſhould prove the 
ruin of fo amiable. and Fenin A 
character.“ 


My aunt ſeemed very much diſ- 
guſted at his diſcloſure; ſhe by no 
means reliſhed the ideas he ſeemed 
to entertain for me; the letters my 
mother had ſent previous to my ar- 
rival had poiſoned her mind, and 
ſhe ſeemed determined, in her own 
| breaſt, that my life ſhould not be 
much eaſier in town than it had 
been in my native country, In- 
deed it reſembled ſo much my for- 
mer ſituation in that reſpe&t, that 
ſometimes I almoſt began to ima- 
gine it was a contagion that was 
very eatching; for however ſhe 
might bring him a good fortune, 
yet nevertheleſs ſhe ſeems of an 
arbitrary overbearing temper, ſel- 
dom at peace with thole around | 


= © GT . 


her. My couſin, indeed, whom ſhe 
had fo highly praiſed, ſeemed ſome- 


thing meeker, but fell far ſhort of 
thoſe encomiums ſhe had laviſhly be- 


ſlowed. upon her. I couid by no | 
means trace, throughout her couver- 


| ſation, that ſhe had received thoſe 


neceſſary inſtructions ſufficient ' to 
_ conſtitute her a moſt agreeable and 


amiable companion; no, tho” ſhe 
| was not quite ſo overbearing as her 


mother in ſome reſpeas, yet ſhe was 


proud and inſolent in others; ignorant 


with regard to books of morality and Fo 
ſound learning, and not quite ſuffici- 


ent to read a play, or a romance, pro- 
perly : I almoſt began to imagine 
myſelf more than I really was. 


My Uncle one day took me alice, 
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and informed me that my brothec | 


Alſred had ſeut a letter of inquiry 


vol 1 L 
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after me, wherein he ſeemed to ex- 
preſs the greateſt regard for my Wel- 
fare and happineſs; intimating at 
the ſame time, that he could wiſh no 
notice to be taken to my e 
concerning his enquiries after me.— 
++ Your Aunt, continued he, is not 
| altogether of my opinion in many 
points, and for the ſake of peace and 
quietneſs, I ſometimes ſeem to ac- 
quieſce; but during vour ſtay in | 
London, 1 ſhall be of every ſervice 
in my power to you; and though 
your Aunt may ſeem alittle refractory 
yet I would wiſh you to ſeem as if 
you heard it not,” 2 5 
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4 thanked. him very "hindi for 

15 is care over me, aſſuring him that 

nothing ſhould be wanting on my 
part, to oblige my Aunt and Couſin, 

notwithſtanding my mother ha! taken 


123 
ſo much pains to render me deſ- 
picable in their eyes: My Aunt, 
at that time was advancing towards 


us, which induced me to drop the 


diſcourſe. 


Well, faid ſhe, Priſcilla, how 
46 you ſeem to reliſn London, I 
hope, by this time, you begin to 
entertain different thoughts of the 


country, and the cottage, you have 


K much boaſted of, 


the ward: continued ſhe, is 


en above all things, and tho” 
the young geatleman you are ſpeak- 


ing of, may mike great Profeſſions 


: outwardly, yet it may be nothing 


more than a trap laid to inſnare you 

and to ruin your virtue: there 1s 
, ſrarcely a poſſibility of his dealing 
on khonvuuravle terms with a girlaixe 
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124 
yourſelf, and I could with you te 
think no more of him. 


„Oh! heavens forbid the chang,” 
| replied I, Madam, I could juſt as. 
ſoon be perſuaded to believe there 
was neither God nor Devil, as to 
imagine Mr. Grenville inſincere.“ 


Indeed the doctrine ſhe n LD 
was ſufficient to tire the patients of 
Job. I was ſeveral times thinking of 
quitting her company, but reeollect- 
ing what my Uncle had before ſpoken 
to me concerning her, induced me 

to bear every indignity with patience. 


Percewing me rather diſpleaſed 
with her diſcourſe, ſhe began in 
mi'der terms, by ſaying, Von 
know, my dear Miſs Moreton, what 
I have been ſaying is meant for 


I25 
your own good, and ſhould you 
refuſe my counſel at this time, you 
might afterwards repent it as long as 
you live.” 


Immediately upon this juntture 
ſome viſitors arrived; I was going 
to withdraw, but my Aunt inſiſted 
upon the contrary, adding, ** This 
is Sir William Douglaſs, as excellent 
a charaQer as the world can Pr 
duce.“ 


I was ſorry to appear before com- 
pany in my diſhabille, but ſhe would 
have no denial: arguments were 
vain and uſeleſs things to a perſon of 
| her diſcription. She ſoon introduced 
me to her viſitants, at the ſame time 
informing them I was the daugh- 
ter of the late Farmer Moreton ; 
that | Was but a country girl, 
it is true, and totally unacquainted 


＋ 3 


SIG 
with life, being bred up in a ſmall 
village, far diſtant from the metro- 
Polis; but ſhe ſhould endeavour 10 
give me ſuch inſtructive leſſons, as 


might be the means of wy future 
* 


TY Very good. Madam, replied Sir 
William, and I warrant ſhe will make 
great improvements in a ſhort time, 
eſpecially under ſo good a tutorefs as 
yourſelf.” 


6 © Sir, replied my Uncle, my niece 
0 ſeems very much attached to a coun- 
try life ; therefore 1 am fearful that 
London may not OOO be ſo 
_ agreeable to her. 


4 Oh ! what horrid ideas, re- 
plied Miſs Deuglaſs, I and my ſiſter 
could not live, were we not to viſit 
the play- - houſes and ball. rooms, Dar- 
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taking of every amuſement conſiſtent 


with N character of a gentle · 
woman.“ 


cc L am very much of your opinion, 


faid my Aunt, Miſs, and, if agreeable, 
wewill make a _ to V auxhall to 
_ marrow evening.” | 


Ves, Madam, repled Sir Wil- 


liam, I and my two daughters ſhall 
be exceedingly Kappy in your com- 


Pany. 


14 cannot but ſay, that notwith- 


ſtanding they uſed every endeayour 


to divert me, yet my thoughts 
ſometimes. wandering as far as the 


Cottage of Content, Indeed my 
Aunt did not IE 0 ſpeak to that 
- purpoſe. ++ For, continued he, 


you look very penſive, Miſs Moreten ; 


] am atraid your thoughts are em- 


3 
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ployed upon country ' buſineſs ; — 
but when we get you to Vauxhall, 


you muſt ' baniſh | every N ä 
thought. 1 * 0 


5 0 

The ſubjet now turned upon ] 
_ dreſs and faſhion, each giving their ] 
ſentiments thereon. The two Miſs - t 
Douglaſs's ſeemed great advocates r 
for the modes of the times, and C 
wiſhed to embrace every opportu- a 


nity of comply ing with the modern 1 
taſte. t 

T 

„ Well, ſaid Sir William, I muſt 

3H now beg the favour of Miſs Moreton I 
| to give us her opinion upon the a 
matter.“ le 


h Sir, id J, if I muſt abſolutely 
ſpeak the truth without reſerve, I 
am an advocate for that dreſs which 
is 13 lain and neat, nothing tawdry, i: 


/ | 
19 
nor yet ſormal; and were I a lady 
of quality, am certain 1 ſhould ne- 
ver comply with the mode of the 
day, any farther than by way of 
compliment to my own ſex ; but, as 
1 have not a wiſh for preferment in 
life, I am regardleſs of any dreſs but 
that which is plain and neat, and 
moſt becoming the wearer. I am of 
opinion, that the rich and affluent 
are leſs happy than the fimple vil- 
lagers; it is they alone can command 
| their paſſions, and with for nothing 
more than they poſſeſs. 
I think, replied Sir William, 
Miſs, your ideas are very juſt; there 

are but few. like yourſelf, who have 
learned to moderate their defires : 
it is true, thoſe whom fortune Places 
in an elevated ſphere of life, envy 
the ealm enjoyments and tranquil 
pleatures of the humble: thoſe who 


me 


ſ 
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are acquainted with grandieur, only 
for the name, "gh inceſſantly for 
empty honours:. 


0 Indeed. Sir, ſaid J, ſhould it be 


my lot to be fixed in the moſt hnm - 


ble fituation, and could enjoy the 
benedictions of gratitude, I have 
learned therewith to be content, and 


ſhould count myſelf much kappier 


than the monarch who fits upon his 
throne, adorned with all his legal 
ornaments.“ 


I begged pardon or continuing 
the diſlcouiſe, hoping it had not 
been any ways  ilagreeable to the 


ladies, 


85 No, eig Sir William, I think 

"x can anſwer 1 them, as well 

03 ſelf, in that point ; and it 3 
3 
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pay you the compliment, Miſs, you 
are very communicative, and y our 
diſcourſe nn of attention.“ 


By this time tea was ſerved up, 
after which, a walk was propoſed ; 

but the two young ladies and my 
couſin objected to it, and ſeemed ra- 
ther inclinable for ſpending the even- 
ing at home, to which we all con- 

- ſented. We danced together ſome 
; time, when, ſhortly before ſupper 
came on the table, I was taken "ry | 
ill, and obliged to retire to my room: 
they ſoon departed home afterwaris, 
and ſeemed quite ſorry that 1 was 
unable to lend them my company, 
hoping to find me fo far recovered in 
the morning as to be able to ac- 


company them to Vauxhall in the 
evening. | 


132 
Sir William ſent his ſervant in the 
morning, to inquire after my. health. 
I begged my aunt to inform him I | 
Was ſomething better than 1 was the 
Preceeding evening; that I could by 
no means think of going to Vauxhall 
wiſhing to be excuſed till a more con- 
venient opportunity. I appeared to 
be much indiſpoſed, and confined to 
my room, during which I intended 
Writing to the Cottage of Content. 


While I was contemplating myſelf 


upon theſe things, I heard a loud rap 
at the door, which I found was Sir 


William and his two daughters, Who 
called to inquire after my health. — 
My aunt fent up the maid to know if 
it was agreable for the two young 
ladies to ſpend half an hour with me ? 
I returned for anſwer, I (ſhould be 
glad of their company „ they came 


„ 
up, when, after ſome ſhort lay, 
finding I could not attend them in 
the evening, they took leave, wiſhing 
0 much better. | 


They took an opportunity of in- 

ſorming me that Sir Willizum would 

be greatly diſappointed in not hav- 
ing my company; in ſhort, he 
Þ withed himſelf ten on tweaty years | 
younger tor my lake, he would molt 
certainly think of becoming a relation 
of Mr, Moreton” 8. 


1 ſmiled at their diſcourſe, and 

diſmiſſed them with my compliments 
to Sir William, and was ſorry J could 
not make one amonglt them, though : 
at the ſame time I was very g ad In 
their abſence. 
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My Aunt came ſoon NN 
by way of aſking me how 1 did; 
the ſame time, hinting ſomething : 
me concerning Sir William; that he 
ſpoke highly in my praiſe, and wiſh- 
y an interview as ſoon as convenient. 


Perhaps you may o bjec to his age 
raja ſhe, but that 1s of little Dn. 
quence, Ane -n conſidering you will 
be a dy, both by litle and fortune,” 


1 * as firuck with am pena 2 
her Giſconrſe, and ſeemed for ſome 


time in a ſtate of ſtuperſaction; at 
| length, recovering. in ſome meaſure, 


my wounded ſp; ris, 1 addreſſed her 
thus: „ | 


Pardon, * Maddw, | #1 diſ- 


ent from you in. theſe par ticulars : 


Sir William may, and no doubt is 


-z very worthy charadler; neverthe- 
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ſeſs, were he as rich as the great 
Mogul, he would not be the obje& 
of my choice, How degenerate 
fhould I appear in the eyes of the 
world, to give my hand to that per- 
ſon to whom 1 could not give my 
heart alſo! Youth and old age form 
too great a eontraſt to be mutually 
confined by the bonds of matrimony. 
Reaſon and nature both forbid it.— 
No, the faithful. Cottager has gained 
poſſeſſion of my heart, and there 
would 1 beſtow my gifts; for where 
the ſon's are not united, there can be 
no nag happineſs, according to the 


Poe 02 


8 A generous fr iendihip no cold medium knows, | 
01 Burns with one love, with one reſentment glows : 
One mould our intereſts and our Paſſion 1 
6 My friend muſt hate the man who injures me; 

« Great ſouls by inſtinct to each other turn, 
« Deman' alliance, and in friendſhip burn. 


m 
471 
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My aunt was going to reply, but 
my uncle prevented her, by ſaymg 
that the propofals were undoubtedly 
very great ; nevertt eleſs, as my 
youthful affections were fixed upon 
another object, more worthy of my 
choice, he would by no means wiſn 
to remove my ſtability; that would 


only be the means of making my 


life miſerable in the extreme. Had 
1 not been pre-engaged, and Sir 
William had paid his addreſſes to 
me, the matter had been otherwiſe; 
then might ſhe have uſed every 
perſuaſion in her power to bring 
about that union which he now 


looked upon as neither proper nor 
poſlible. 


My aunt, . once, in ſome mea- 
ſure gave way to my uncles diſ- 
courſe, and made no other reply - 
than * ul ſhe Would leave me 
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to reflect coolly upon the matter; 
hoping, when I had weighed every 
thing in the ballance of reaſon, it 
might be in my power to re-call 
ſome promiſes 1 Win * have 
made. | 


I did not wiſh to enter into any 


farther diſcourſe upon the buſineſs; * - gl 


therefore made no reply. As ſoon. 
as they withdrew, I ſat down, and 


dictated the following lines to my 
faithful Theodore : 


„Sir, 


« I count it my greateſt happineſs 
in 1 embracing the firit opportunity of 
writing to you, knowing your anxi- 


ety would be great in not hearing 
irom me ſooner. 


* was ar firſt very well tecieved, 
and hoped to meet with ſome ſinall 


M3 


2 r . 


r 


as 2 5 Pen, 


but my hopes. were ſoon blaſted 


Poliſh. 


1 


comſort, even in a ſtrange country ; 


my aunt is the very repreſentative 
of my mother, and breathes the ſame 
diſagreeable language. Alas! ſaid 


* this is one and the an thing. far 
different from that loving treatment 


once leceived at the Cottage of 


we Contents 


Py 


M y uncle is a worthy character, 


and poſſeſſes a noble and generous 


ſoul. My aunt would fain perſuade 


me to marry an old gentleman turned 


of fixty ; he came on a viſit to my 


uncle” 3 yeſterday, and took the op- : 
portunity of breaking the matter open 
to my aunt firſt, that ſhe might 


communicate the affair to me, which 


1 rejected in a manner it deſerved. — 
He has two daughters, much older 


that my fall, and not of the fineſt 


7 On 
The amuſements of the metros 
polis fall far ſhort-of thoſe in rural 
life, eſpecially when diveſted of 

your entertaining eompany, without 
which, every thing ſoon. nauſeates 
and 8 288 


8 


15 My aunt has carried on a eor- 
reſpondence with my mother con- 
cerning me, ever ſinee my departure 
from home, and 1 am fearful ſhe may 
form ſome ſeheme to force me back 
again; but if I were eertain of it, 
I would ſoon return to your happy 
Cottage. I am perfeAly ſure 1 ſhall 
never meet with that object I ſhall 
_ eſteem more than yourſelf, thereſore 
you need not fear any rival. Pray 
for your dear Priſcilla, and lay her 
affeclions at the feet of your deſerved- 
ly honoured parents, whom I long to 
ſce, almoſt equaliy as yourſelf, and 
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believe me unalterab] y 


' Yours, Sc. 
PRISCILLA MORETON. gf 


After Gain this epiſtle, 1 


haſtened with it to the poſt, and fear- 
ing diſcovery, defired the ſervants 


not to take the leaſt notice concern- ” 


ing my going out, which I believe 
they faithfully obeyed. 


Iretired to bed at my afcal time, 
though fleep was a ſtranger to my 
eyes; my mind being wholly taken 
up in forming ſome plan or other re- 


lative to. my quitting my uncle's 
houſe, which was now become very 


diſagreeable on ſeveral accounts 


1 heard them return home about 


three in the morning, but ſaw. none 


of them before eleven ; about which | 
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l came to enquire aſter my 
I informed them I was 
ſomething "batter, having taken a 


health. 


little reſt the preceding night, which, 
1 noyed might prove of great utility. 


My aunt as N began her en- 
comiums upon Sir William's affability 
_ wiſhing. 
me to have made one in the preced- 
ing evening's entertainment, as ſhe 
was very cer tain his generous behavi- 
our could not have jailed to render 


and oblig ing behaviour; 


lum almoſt the object of admiration. 


e 1 am þ happy, replied I, you 


found every thing agreeable to your 
Wies, but am certain Sir William 
would never have taken my ſaney, 


had he been fifty times more humour— 


{me than he really was; neverthe- 


: - 
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; leſs, to aby other perſon he might 
* otherwiſe. 


« Oh! l fail my aunt, he is a gen- 


5 tleman of great abilities, and ſound 


judgment, and though a little ad- 


vanced in years, yet his ample for- 


tune makes ſufficient atonement for 


all; and in one word, I look upon 


him as greatly your ſuperior ; there: 


fore it is highly unbecoming, Mit; 


Moreton, in the leaſt degree, to flight 


„ Of neglect his overtures, which mult, 
uin the end, highly turn out tv your 
advantage. And, continued ſhe, I 


ſhall inſiſt upon your accompany ing : 


me this evening upon a vilit to Sir 2 


Witt 1am” . 


„„ Alaſs! Madam, faid-I, for once 


let me nitreat you, to diſpence with 


my com any, it being a talk ſo very 
dijagreeable to my preſent inclina! 190: 


3 Fo 
neither ean I be perſuaded to enter- 
tain the moſt diſtant idea concerning 

matrimonial affairs, with ſuck a cha- 
racer as Sir William, notwithſtand- 
ing all his boaſted rank and fortune.“ 


1 Very well, Miſs, ſaid ſhe, if 
your reſentment carries you ſo far, 
I ſhall endeavour to give you cauſe . 

for repentance, and that very ſoon .? 


Upon which ſhe quitted | the room 5 
| e 


During her abſence, my mind 
became greatly agitated ; I was per- 
ſuaded in myſelf, that ſomething. 
fatal would befal me, for daring to 
ſneak the real ſentiments of my 
mind, in a matter of ſuch impor— 
tance as that of matrimony * on the 
other hand, I flattered my lelf with ; 
the pleaſing idea of quitting the town {| 


| 1 
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early in the morning, and flying to 
the Cottage of Content, in order to 


baffle or diſappoint any deſign or 


piot that might be formed againſt 


me. But, alas! my defigns were 


ſoon fruſtrated ; for the ſervant ſoon 
_ afterwards came up, acquainting me 


dinner was ready, wiſhing to know 


if I intended eoming down, or whe- 
ther it ſhould he brought up, I made 
ehoice of the latter; it was aceord- 
ingly brought me; it was with 


difficulty I partook of a little, for 
my mind was buſied about | other 


5 things. 


Some time afterwards. my aunt 


eame to my room, and ſpoke in 
much cooler terms than before, 
hoping I would make it agreeable 


to go with her in the evening to Sir 
William s, ſhe having pledged her- 


ſelf to bring me: it would ſeem 


. TD. 
very odd, to forfeit her word and ho- 
nour in such a caſe. 


Ves Madam. replied I, I sha! 
obey you; and if under no reſtraint, 
it will be the more agreeable.” 


* Very well, ſaid ſhe, then I ſhall | 
fend the hair-dreſſer to you in time, 
that ne may be as expeditious as poſ- 
fible.” Soon afterwards, ſhe ſent 
the maid to me with a new cap, made 
in the higheſt pitch of the mode, 
hoping I would accept of it as a ſmall 
; . 


I almoſt began to think I was 
coming into favour again, and my 
+ ſpirits ſeemed ſomething | revived. 
The coach eame at the time ap- 
” pointed, 5 to eonvey us to Sir W ji - 
| liam's, who lived in the Kenſington 
VuL 1 | 1 
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Road. They expreſſed much happi- 
neſs upon our arrival, and, after the 
uſual compliments upon ſuch ocea- 
fions, Sir William propoſed a walk 
in the garden til] tea-time, to which 
we readily conſented, 


Immediately upon entering the gar- 
den, I calt my eyes upon one of the 
oddeſt, drolleſt figures of a woman 
that ever preſented itſelf to my view, 
and am apprehenſive that the deſcrip- 
tion I am about to give of her, will fall 
infinitely ſhort of the original, 


— Wes 
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"lr feos was the REN" figure of 
4 harveſt moon. I was fo firuck 
with the appearance of this blazing 
comet, that it was fume time before 
1 could ſufficiently contract my 
rauſeles to pay the ſmall tribute of 
compliments due to her, as Sir Wil- 
liunm's houſekeeper. Her fat cat - 
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cafe was bedizened in a yellow tabby 


filk, a cap with wings, near a quar- 
ter of a yard deep, full trimmed 
with pink ribbons; a ſhort neck, 
adorned with five rows of red beads. 
the full ſize of a middling hird's 
egg, and tied with a large. bunch of 
| ribbon, of the ſame flaming colour; 
a deep ſcarlet - coloured pettieoat, 


with a ſhort gauze apron : : add to 
theſe pretty ornaments, a pair of 
enormous white wax ear rings, and a 
pair of laced ſhoes. —Her name was 


| Clutterbuek. 


Sir W iliam begged of her to turn 


back, and accompany the ladies, which 


the ſeemed "uy Tond of. 


In the ſirſt place ſhe entertained 
us with an account of all her ima- 
_ ginary ailments, and counted it al- 


N 2 


moſt next to A miracle that 4 perſon 
in her gebilitated ſtate ſhould be able 


to walk ſo well as ſhe did. 


We could 


: aughing; bu 
that nothing 


t, at the ſame time, in- 
was more 


lady, 630 my au a | 
ut of the country, ® 

> ſhe has walked ten = 
without! kopping to reſt 
Our young ladies in 
think. themſelves ex“ 
dm being obliged i to 


„ This young 


ver take pattern by her ; and, as for 
myſelf, good lack-a-day ! I ſhall never 


be able to waddle half a mile. - Oh! 


dear, my ſpirits will not permit me 
to talk any more till I have reſted 
myſelf in this alcove ; my breath. 1s 
almoſt gone“ 


I believe it was upwards of ten 


minutes before ſhe- was able to utter 


another ſyllable. At length, having. 


ſomewhat recovered her fatigue, ſhe 


began begging our pardons | for being 
fo ſilent; and, by way of making us 
amends, would inform us of the chief 


news that was now going m the 


' neigkbourhood. 


My maſter, Sir Willem Doug- 


laſs, | am informed, makes ſuit to 


A Woreelterſhire young lady 5 of une. 


blemiſhed character, and although 


N 3 
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there is a diſparity of age between 
them, yet no doubt but they will | 
make a very happy eouple, w 


She Sd. that [Se William 
was poſſeſſed of every thing that 
could poſſible make a woman happy, 
and hoped no young lady would ſo 
far ſtand in her own light, as to re- 
fuſe him either band or heart. 


Sir William | tyanked her very 


kindly for her good opinion of him, 
but wondered where ſhe had been 


to gam her information from, de- 


_ elari: Ja he had not the leaſt know- 
ledge 'of any young lady from Wor- 
ceſierſhire, accept the young lady 
preſent, and ſhe has, lam informed, ; 
fixed her affectious upon a young 
gentleman in the country, which [ 
am very ſorry for But pray, Mrs. 
Cluiterbuck, ſince you are almoſt 


mcapable of walking, how comes it 
to paſs that you have made ſhift to 
 waddle up and down the neighbour- 

hood, and become acquainted with 
thoſe ſecrets to which! my ſelf am an 
| utter firanger ? ? 


„ Indeed, Vie: returned ſhe, it is 
the chief diſeourſe going, and a per- 
ſon you little think of aſſured me 
ok it, as a matter of fact, but beg- 
; ged I would not divulge the ſecret, 
as they by no means wiſhed to 
have their names brought into que- 


88 ſtien.“ 


. Ves, ſaid Sir William, a pretty 
kind of a ſecret indeed, to be the 
talk of the whole pariſh, and very 
| probably the next pariſh to it But 
if you pleaſe, Mrs. Houſekeeper, I 
 thould | now eſteem it a lavour of 


152 
you to make tea for the young la- 

dies, for by this time, I ſhonld ima- 
gine, ey ftand in need of ſome re- 
freſhment.“ 
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